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a b s t r a c t

We documented and interpreted outcrops of Late Miocene sediments (upper Solimões Formation) from
the Eirunepé region (state of Amazonia), which is clearly expressed in our paper Gross et al. (2011). We
do not discuss the geological history of the entire Amazon region, neither in terms of (palaeo-)geography
nor in time. Therefore, we refuse the comment of Figueiredo and Hoorn (2011) that we have drawn
over-generalized conclusions, which may mislead readers.

� 2011 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

We highly appreciate the comment of J.P Figueiredo and C.
Hoorn on our paper dealing with sedimentary environments in
south-western Amazonia (Gross et al., 2011), which highlights the
ongoing debate about the geological evolution of Amazonia again
(e.g., Hoorn et al., 2010; Latrubesse et al., 2010).

Our article “[.] aims to contribute basic sedimentological data
from a barely studied region (Eirunepé) [.]” (Gross et al., 2011, p.
170). Based on those observations, we conclude that the studied
outcrops represent deposits of a fluvial (possibly anastomosing)
system e inclusively wetlands of the associated floodplain. We
clearly state in the abstract as well as in the conclusions of that
paper that we found “not any indication for a long-lived lake (“Lake
Pebas”) or any marine influx in this region during the Late Miocene.”
(Gross et al., 2011, p. 180; see also the abstract therein). However,
the original manuscript was submitted as “Contribution to Late
Miocene sedimentary environments in south-western Amazonia”,
which should “make clear that we are currently not in the position
to discuss the “whole story” of Miocene Amazonia” (comment by
M.G. to reviewer #1).

Anyway, we undoubtedly do not conclude that the “entire
western Amazon region must have been characterized by this

[fluvial] environmental setting” and we do not imply that a “long-
lived lake system e or megawetland e never existed” as criticized
by Figueiredo and Hoorn in their comment. We contend that our
paper is not misleading for careful readers.
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