Programme Overview 2020
Month

Title

Page

Opening

Begins

Ends

Museum

22

30.01., 7 pm

31.01.2020

17.05.2020

History Museum

January
The Future's Ours! Amateur Photographs by Graz Resident Uto Laur
between 1930 and 1970
February
A Distant Sound. Brus and Music
ONÍRICA. A Dance Installation by Marta Navaridas
From the ‘Performance Now’ Series
Your Graz! The Kubinzky Collection at the Joanneum

13

20.02., 7 pm

21.02.2020

28.06.2020

BRUSEUM, Neue Galerie Graz

5
23

27.02., 7 pm

21.02.2020
28.02.2020

23.02.2020
31.01.2021

Kunsthaus Graz
History Museum

Freedom Will Be An Episode… (working title)
Who’s Next? From the ‘Location Nature’ Series
Bill Fontana. Primal Energies
Where Art Might Happen. The Early Years of CalArt
Jennifer Mattes. Atlantis Bars

14
30
6
7
8

June 2020
08.03.2020
07.06.2020
07.06.2020
19.04.2020

Austrian Cultural Forum New York
Natural History Museum/Education

12.03., 7 pm
12.03., 7 pm
19.03., 7 pm

06.03.2020
08.03.2020
13.03.2020
13.03.2020
20.03.2020

Peak Pioneers! Styrian Expeditions to the Roof of the World
Hunting is Female. Diana and Actaeon
Ladies first! Women Artists from Styria 1850 to 1950
Julije Knifer (working title)

33
15
16

Already opened in 2019
04.04., 11 Uhr
16.04., 7 pm
23.04., 7 pm

04.04.2020
04.04.2020
17.04.2020
24.04.2020

31.10.2020
29.11.2020
30.08.2020
30.08.2020

Schloss Trautenfels
Hunting Museum Schloss Stainz
Neue Galerie Graz
Neue Galerie Graz

9
20
24
21

29.04., 6 pm
07.05., 7 pm

30.04.2020
08.05.2020
07.05.2020
15.05.2020

02.05.2020
02.08.2020
09.05.2020
31.10.2020

Kunsthaus Graz
Alte Galerie, Schloss Eggenberg
History Museum and others
Archaeology Museum, Schloss Eggenberg

32
31
25

17.05., 9 am – 5 pm
27.05., 6 pm

17.05.2020
17.05.2020
28.05.2020

31.10.2020
17.05.2020
04.10.2020

Austrian Open-Air Museum Stübing
Austrian Sculpture Park
History Museum

Opening

Begins

Ends

Museum

March
05.03.

Kunsthaus Graz
Kunsthaus Graz
Kunsthaus Graz

April

May
David Reumüller. Parasite
Death triumphant. Scenes of War
55 Hours of Austria. Programme Focus
The Romans on Schöckl Mountain
Eeny Meeny Mow – Who’ll Take Care of the Cow? Children’s
Everyday Lives between Work and Play. Main Theme 2019
Spring Celebration
Go Graz Go. 1,170 Kilometres of City

Month

Title

Page

14.05., 7 pm

2

July
Herbert Brandl. Ultra Hybrid

10

02.07., 7 pm

03.07.2020

18.10.2020

Kunsthaus Graz

Late Summer Celebration
On Slave Raiders and Aphid Farmers. Ants in Styria
International Day of Peace 2020. Educational Programme
good figure, bad future. Cooperation with steirischer herbst ’20

31
29
28
17

13.09.2020
18.09.2020
20.09.2020
27.09.2020

13.09.2020
11.07.2021
25.09.2020
14.02.2021

Austrian Sculpture Park
Natural History Museum
Styrian Armoury/Education
Neue Galerie Graz

Dominik Steiger. Retrospective (working title)
Above all, Colour! powered by UNIQA. From the ‘Open House’ Series
Forever Beautiful! Styria in the Karl A. Kubinzky Collection

18
12
26

15.10., 7 pm
22.10., 7 pm

16.10.2020
17.10.2020
23.10.2020

31.01.2021
18.10.2020
31.01.2021

BRUSEUM, Neue Galerie Graz
Kunsthaus Graz/Education
History Museum

Body and Territory
Artothek 2020

11
19

12.11., 7 pm
26.11., 7 pm

13.11.2020
27.11.2020

14.03.2021
29.11.2020

Kunsthaus Graz
studio, Neue Galerie Graz

Art Space Styria 2020
Climate Change and Styria. From the ‘Location Nature’ Series

19
30

17.12., 7 pm

18.12.2020
12.12.2020

28.02.2021
12.12.2020

studio, Neue Galerie Graz
Natural History Museum/Education

September
17.09., 7 pm
26.09., 7 pm

October

November

December
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2019
Exhibitions and events
29 special exhibitions
19 permanent exhibitions
158 events
Visits
In comparison with the previous year, a 14% rise in visits was registered up to and including October 31, 2019, which were accounted for by an increase in
visits to several institutions, as well as the incorporation of the Austrian Open-Air Museum Stübing and the creation of the CoSA – Center of Science
Activities.
The following museums experienced significant rises in visits:
Kunsthaus Graz + 24 %
2018: 50,325
2019: 62,642
Austrian Open-Air Museum Stübing + 11 %
2018: 62,087
2019: 68,771
Alte Galerie + 65 %
2018: 15,628
2019: 25,786
Schloss Trautenfels + 42 %
2018: 15,574
2019: 22,124

2020
Exhibitions
25 special exhibitions
18 permanent exhibitions
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ONÍRICA
A Dance Installation by Marta Navaridas
From the ‘Performance Now‘ Series
Duration: 21.–23.02.2020
Curated by Katia Huemer
With the kind support of the Cultural Office of the City of Graz, Culture Province of Steiermark, Federal Chancellery Austria, apap - Performing Europe
2020

Performance Now is an ‘in between’ project, which on the one hand takes place during the phases of rebuilding an exhibition. On the other hand, the
programme deliberately moves between the various fields of art, presenting artists through their practice cannot exclusively be categorised under the
visual arts, nor the performing arts.
In 2020, as part of the Performance Now series, the Kunsthaus Graz shows a project from the dancer, performer and choreographer Marta Navaridas:
ONÍRICA is a performance piece, but also an artistic installation, which can be viewed outside the performance times, especially as the dancers’ lines
remain behind in the room as traces of movement. ONÍRICA (the Spanish derives from the Greek word, óneiros, dream, and could be translated as ‘dreamy’
or ‘dream-like’) is the result of a meditation-based practice, which stems from movement, drawing and the recording of dreams. Three dancers move in a
choreographic frame within the exhibition room, which recalls an over-sized picture frame and which the dancers continuously paint in the movement with
a blue marker pen – accompanied by music and live composition.

5

Bill Fontana
Primal Energies
Opening: 12.03.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 13.03.–07.06.2020
Curated by Katrin Bucher Trantow
Re-enactment Sonic Projections from Schloßberg in city space as part of the Graz Year of Culture 2020
In cooperation with the „Kultur inklusiv" project, Ö1 Kunstradio (ORF), Radio Helsinki, mur.at, University of Art Graz and the History Museum
Supported by AVL Cultural Foundation
In spring 2020 Bill Fontana, the American sound artist active on the international stage for decades, comes to Graz with a solo exhibition and the reenactment Sonic Projections from Schloßberg 38/88/2020. As a former student of John Cage, Dick Higgens and Alison Knowles, his work today stands for
a continuation of radical concepts of the 1970s – for example, the urge to leave the studio – and so links up with the exhibition CalArts that is showing
parallel to this. Fontana will show two live installations created for the location, one in the Kunsthaus Graz, the other in the city. In the domed room of
the Kunsthaus Graz, he enables the visitor to experience renewable energies in the room as a physical intervention, by means of multi-dimensional
soundscapes and picture montages, while in the urban space the conciliatory tones of nature found in the re-enactment of Sonic Projections sound forth.
In 1988, with this sound work as part of the steirischer herbst festival, Fontana sent out into the city from the Schlossberg sounds from around the world,
and their urban echo through all of Austria via the ORF. The re-enactment uses new technologies and is devoted to today’s city on the acoustic level. As a
recurring sound it thus functions as a means of orientation to time and space, as a trigger of memory and deliberate perception, plumbing what is
currently an ever-more delicate construct of urban needs and strains.
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Where Art Might Happen
The Early Years of CalArts
Opening: 12.03.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 13.03.–07.06.2020
Curated by Philipp Kaiser, Christina Végh, Katrin Bucher Trantow and Barbara Steiner
Curated and organized by Philipp Kaiser and Christina Végh for the Kestner Gesellschaft, Hannover.
In collaboration with Katrin Bucher Trantow and Barbara Steiner, Kunsthaus Graz

This group exhibition presents the legendary founding years (1970–1980) of the American art university ‘California Institute of the Arts’ (CalArts), which
gathered numerous well-known teachers and personalities such as Allan Kaprow, Judy Chicago, John Baldessari or Alison Knowles and brought forth such
artists as Mike Kelly, Stephen Prina or Suzanne Lacy. The exhibition with the title Where Art Might Happen. The Early Years of CalArts opens up a multiperspectival view of the college: trends existing in parallel that came from Concept Art, feminism and Fluxus, as well as the school’s radical pedagogical
concepts, were unified for the first time. Besides artworks and archive material prepared by experts, oral history interviews with 13 artists were filmed for
the exhibition, offering insights into the situation at the time. The exhibition was curated by Philipp Kaiser (independent curator, Los Angeles) and
Christina Végh (Director of the Kestner Gesellschaft) and was on show in the Kestner Gesellschaft in Hannover from August 30 to November 10, 2019.
From March to June 2020 the group show will be on display in the Kunsthaus Graz, where Barbara Steiner and Karin Bucher Trantow will strengthen the
curatorial team and point out links to Austrian developments in a lavish accompanying programme.
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Jennifer Mattes
Atlantis Bars
Opening: 19.03.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 20.03.–19.04.2020
Curated by Katrin Bucher Trantow
In cooperation with Diagonale´20

Time has stood still in the glossily silver, melancholic tinsel world. Illusions, ships and tears dock here, while the world sails on. Jennifer Mattes assembles
found material from film, music and furnishings into fantastical hybrid figures of abandoned film sets. Winner of the Birgit Jürgenssen Prize (2014), the
film-maker was awarded the Diagonale Prize in 2019 for the best innovative film. She has interwoven her work into the foyer, courtyard and basement of
the Kunsthaus. Besides her exhibition in the Kunsthaus Graz, Jennifer Mattes is designing the Diagonale Trailer 2020, which can be seen in Austrian
cinemas in the run-up to and during the Diagonale ’20 film festival.
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David Reumüller
Parasite
Opening: 29.04.2020, 6 pm
Duration: 30.04.-02.05.2020 in the Space04 (growing facade installation from 06.04.2020)
Curated by Katrin Bucher Trantow
In cooperation with Klanglicht 20

Developing further the interactive sound-light installation EXPOSURE o.T. in the Schauspielhaus (2018), David Reumüller’s patterns are moored as real
architecture and as a mesh of light and shadow to the Kunsthaus building. In this ‘parasitical’ installation, questions are raised about usage and overusage, about symbiosis and dependence in times of virtual spaces and networks. Born in the Mur Valley in 1979, David Reumüller moved to Graz early on
to devote himself to visual art at the Ortweinschule there. Since graduating in 1998, the Austrian artist has engaged with various media. Thus, besides his
visual stagings, numerous musical compilations, publications and films have been created. In his interactive video installations Reumüller investigates
primarily perception, putting individual content to the test.
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Herbert Brandl
Ultra Hybrid
Opening: 02.07.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 03.07.–18.10.2020
Curated by Barbara Steiner

In Herbert Brandl’s paintings, figuration, abstraction and subjective gestures are challenged, undermined and confirmed in equal measure; also, the
borders and possibilities of painting, its transferability to different material carriers, are sounded out and extended into the three-dimensional. The show
in the Kunsthaus Graz takes its starting point from the artist’s associatively linking, process-based working method, in which the seen, experienced and
imagined encounter one another; are processed, condensed, exposed or eradicated, too. For the first time Brandl’s most important groups of works, twoand three-dimensional works and his collections (minerals, Japanese knives, carpets, the works of other artists) are gathered together, correlated, and any
biographical, conceptual and material links emphasised. Moreover, objects of importance for Brandl from the Universalmuseum Joanneum collections –
such as ‘Black Smoke’, ‘Blue Anthodite’ and ‘White Geese’ – are integrated into the exhibition course. The exhibition reacts to specific architecture of the
Kunsthaus: the display, conceived by Brandl jointly with the designer Rainer Stadlbauer, translates the artist’s work into the spatial-architectural. As part
of Ultra Hybrid an artist’s book has been created, a collection of Brandl’s photographs, which offer insight into his artistic interests and surroundings.
Further Herbert Brandl exhibitions 2020:
Exposed to Painting, Belvedere 21, Vienna, 31.01.–24.05.2020
Bad Romance, Künstlerhaus, Halle für Kunst & Medien, Graz, 03.07.–08.10.2020
The three exhibitions are each accompanied by a catalogue, giving an updated illustration of Brandl’s complex work.
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Body and Territory
Opening: 12.11.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 13.11.2020–14.03.2021
Curated by Jasna Jakšić, Radmila Iva Janković and Katrin Bucher Trantow
In collaboration with MSU – Museum for Contemporary Art, Zagreb

Body and Territory is concerned with notions of the artistic process, the body and identity in Austrian art from the 1960s to the present day. It is the
result of a curatorial residency and research into contemporary art in Austria, which was organised by the Kunsthaus Graz in 2017. The starting point of
the research was the then Trigon Biennale (Austria, Italy, Yugoslavia), which took place in Graz up until the 1990s.
In the late 1960s and 1970s Trigon was one of the key events that had contributed to the internationalisation of artistic practices in all three countries,
also with exhibitions on such themes as interventions, video art, identity, artistic processes and masculinity/femininity. The show can be seen in the MSU
Zagreb from September 3, October 18, 2020 titled Body and Territory, before being shown in the Kunsthaus Graz from November 13, 2020.
With works by Renate Bertlmann, Günter Brus, Josef Dabernig, Veronika Dirnhofer, Katrina Daschner, Verena Dengler, VALIE EXPORT, Gelitin, Nilbar Güreş,
Clegg & Guttmann, Peter Gerwin Hoffmann, Birgit Jürgenssen, Richard Kriesche, Elke Krystufek, Maria Lassnig, Dorit Margreiter, Fredericke Pezold, Jeanne
Rebeau, Gerhard Rühm, Hans Scheirl, Toni Schmale, Ingeborg Strobl, Peter Weibel, Erwin Wurm, and others.
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Above all, Colour!
powered by UNIQA
From the ‘Open House’ series
Open House: 17.–18.10.2020
Curated by Monika Holzer-Kernbichler
With artists from Graz and Styria, local initiatives of great importance in Graz, as well as the art education team

The Kunsthaus’s WIRBEL (Swirl) became the Open House – a series of projects wholly devoted to the themes of participation,
material and technique. At the centre of this lies a programme with fascinating links to current exhibitions in the Kunsthaus
Graz, which encourage participation and further reflection. Any curious person of any age is welcome, who wants to experience
a varied programme to do with art, and who enjoys being creative. Hands-on workshops are on offer, with diverse
opportunities to try out artistic techniques as well as informative discussions and potential dialogues.
In 2020 we are taking the exhibition on Herbert Brandl titled Ultra Hybrid as a chance to take out the brushes and look at
ways in which painting can still be thought about, beyond the artist’s easel and canvas.
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The Distant Sound
Günter Brus and Music
Opening: 20.02.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 21.02.–28.06.2020
Curated by Roman Grabner

Günter Brus’ work is inseparably linked to his experience of music. In his drawings and picture-poems, a multitude of musical terms can be found,
acoustical perceptions, tributes to composers, translations in drawing form, even fragmentary notation. The exhibition The Distant Sound is devoted for
the first time to this as yet unnoticed aspect of his creative output. The musical epiphany for Brus occurs in 1956, when he first hears Franz Schreker’s
early opera Der ferne Klang (The Distant Sound) on Austrian radio. The discovery of this multifaceted tonal art, which touches the limits of atonality,
opens up new perspectives for him. A life-long engagement with music begins, which, in the most varied shapes and forms, becomes an indispensable
source of inspiration for his work. By means of some 150 works, the exhibition throws a retrospective light on Brus’ output, showing works from the 1960s
to the present day.
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Freedom will be an episode… (working title)
Exhibition in the Austrian Cultural Forum in New York, USA
Opening: 05.03.2020 in the Austrian Cultural Forum New York
Duration: 06.03.–June 2020
Curated by Roman Grabner

The title of the exhibition in the Austrian Cultural Forum New York does not aim to paint the end of freedom on the wall, nor proclaim a dawning era of
political bondage, but rather to envisage a creeping yet steady social upheaval that has taken place in recent years. In the 1960s, when Günter Brus had
challenged Austrian society and its notions of art and morality with his actions, freedom was considered a valuable commodity that had to be fought for
and defended against any kind of restriction. It was artists such as Brus, who through their works not only constantly expanded the boundaries of art, but
through their continual clashing with the state organs of power opened up new potential zones of (artistic) freedom, too. Starting with the international
pioneering role played by Günter Brus, four young artistic positions will engage with the current state of freedom in art and society and develop new
works for the ACFNY. In New York works will be shown by Günter Brus, Evamaria Schaller, studio ASYNCHROME, Josef Wurm and zweintopf.
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Ladies first!
Women Artists from Styria 1850 to 1950
Opening: 16.04.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 17.04.–30.08.2020
Curated by Gudrun Danzer and Günther Holler-Schuster
The exhibition project sheds light in the first part on a history of art in Styria from a female perspective in the period covering 1850 to 1950: around 1850
the first generation of women were born for whom a career as an independent artist was even thinkable. Their artistic activity occurred primarily in the
area of Austrian atmospheric realism and in Jugendstil graphic art. In the inter-war period, women artists increasingly won independence; their educational
and exhibiting opportunities improved, and their artistic works were more and more set on an equal par with those of their male colleagues. Astonishingly,
no survey exhibition of women’s art in Styria has taken place to date. This exhibition sets out to redress this deficiency.
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Julije Knifer
(working title)
Opening: 23.04.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 24.04.–30.08.2020
Coordinated by Peter Peer
In cooperation with MSU – Museum for Contemporary Art, Zagreb

Julije Knifer (1924 in Osijek – 2004 in Paris) was one of the most internationally renowned artists from Croatia post-1945, who achieved world fame in the
fields of concrete and conceptual art. He had an exhibition at the MoMA, and works of his are owned by the Centre Pompidou, to name just the most
prominent institutions. His connection to Graz is his participation at trigon 77 (‘The Creative Process’). The Neue Galerie Graz, too, possesses works by the
artist in its collection. The exhibition is a joint collaboration with the MSU – Muzej Suvremene Umjetnosti/Museum for Contemporary Art, Zagreb,
occasioned by Croatia’s Presidency of the EU in the first half of 2020.
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good figure, bad future
Opening: 26.09.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 27.09.2020–14.02.2021
Curated by Ekaterina Degot, coordinated by Günther Holler-Schuster
In cooperation with steirischer herbst ’20

For the 2020 programme, the Neue Galerie Graz and steirischer herbst are joining forces to breathe new life into and further develop their prestigious,
joint tradition, following the decentralised exhibitions of recent years by a central show with a curatorial collaboration that has newly arisen at a local
level. At its centre lie justice and injustice; it concerns crime, violence, the law, justice and its grey areas, in life as in art. For the first time, both wings of
the Neue Galerie Graz will be juxtaposed with new productions, historical artworks and documents. The building will be temporarily transformed into a
‘palace of justice’, which visitors can enter through the entrance located on Neutorgasse.
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Dominik Steiger
Retrospective (working title)
Opening: 15.10.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 16.10.2020–31.01.2021
Curated by Roman Grabner

Dominik Steiger, the man of letters, poet, musician, performer, illustrator, painter, collagist, photographer and bricoleur, would have turned 80 in October
2020. The BRUSEUM is devoting a retrospective exhibition to this artist who died too young, received too little recognition and was too readily
overlooked. The focus will be on his performative works and drawings.
In and around the Vienna Group he discovered literature, in the atmosphere surrounding the Viennese actionists art, and in the circle influenced by Joseph
Beuys and Dieter Roth open-minded experimentation. Playing with dilettantism, flirting with the naïve, disrespecting the established, experimentation as
a principle and the design as a programme – all these elements characterise the creative output of Dominik Steiger. The exhibition in the BRUSEUM is only
logical, for it was Günter Brus who was the first to publish, in the Schastrommel 12, his attempts at symbols called ‘biometric texts’. It was with Brus that
he writes and draws his first ‘Zwoman’ (a blend of drawing and novel) in 1974, titled Jeden jeden Mittwoch (Every every Wednesday), and he likewise
shares with Brus not only a penchant for obsessive drawing, but also the passion for language games and new word-creations.
The BRUSEUM exhibition gathers together the most important works from Steiger’s extensive output, showing not only the developments and threads of
traditions in his highly varied and rhizomatic oeuvre, but his numerous collaborations, too.
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Artothek Styria 2020
Opening: 26.11.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 27.–29.11.2020
Curated by Gudrun Danzer and Günther Holler-Schuster
The Artothek Styria offers art enthusiasts the chance to hire selected originals from the Neue Galerie Graz for
private use. The Arthotek will be realised for the fifth time already in 2020. Some 20 works are available for rent,
which can be viewed for the duration of the exhibition and reserved. After the exhibition is over, those persons
who have reserved artworks may take them home for their effect to unfold in the renter’s private space. In this
way, art in a museum directly reaches the public.

Art Space Styria 2020
Opening: 17.12.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 18.12.2020–28.02.2021
Curated by Günther Holler-Schuster
The Cultural Department of the Province of Styria supports a number of different studio programmes and
scholarships for Styrian artists, which enable them to go abroad or encourage them to set up studios in Styria.
This studio in the Neue Galerie Graz shows the various artistic positions with works created over the 2019/20
timeframe.

studio series
Curated by Günther Holler-Schuster and Roman Grabner
From 1992 to 2010 the studio of the Neue Galerie Graz served as a platform for young Austrian artists who were
starting their career. In 2017 this vital instrument to promote and present young art/artists in the Joanneum
Quarter was re-introduced. It is likely that four studio exhibitions will be shown in the Neue Galerie Graz in 2020
and can be visited free of charge.
19

Death triumphant
Scenes of War
Opening: 07.05.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 08.05.–02.08.2020
Curated by Karin Leitner-Ruhe and Christine Rabensteiner

The early modern period is marked by war and its dramatic consequences for countries and people. Art, above all the popular graphic print, has handed
down a vivid and often shocking image of it. Taking as its starting point the allegory Death on the Battlefield by Stefano della Bella and Jacques Callot’s
famous series The Great Miseries of War (1633), the Graphic Collection of the Alte Galerie shows scenes of war and peace: education, casus belli and
propaganda, battles and sieges are documented, as are camp life, war crimes and punishment of the same, plundering of the civilian population, the daily
terror as well as the masses of injured, expelled and impoverished persons. The graphic print documents, illustrates and criticises these many aspects of
war. Thus, the exhibition is mainly hung with prints from the Alte Galerie Graphic Collection. Paintings, small sculptures, historical books and culturalhistorical objects all add to the presentation.
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The Romans on
Schöckl Mountain

Opening: 14.05.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 15.05.–31.10.2020
Curated by Manfred Lehner, Daniel Modl, Karl Peitler and Robert Pritz
In cooperation with the Institute for Antiquity at Graz University

Since 2015 the Institute for Archaeology at Graz University has been researching the Roman excavation site on Schöckl Mountain in Styria. Above all,
findings from digs carried out in the summer of 2017 and the spring of 2018 confirm the existence of an extensive, elevated holy place on and around the
eastern summit. It consists of a cult building constructed at a pre-historic burnt offering site from the 2nd and 3rd century A.D., and several minor
consecration places. From one of them come unique and remarkable finds – black glass bangles, hundreds of colourful glass beads, coins, lead votives,
iron rings and small figures from the 3rd and 4th century – which are presented for the first time in the context of a special exhibition. The exhibition is
shown in two parts: the coins are presented in the special exhibition room of the coin cabinet, while the other findings are shown in that of the
Archaeology Museum.
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The Future’s Ours!
Amateur Photographs by Graz Resident Uto Laur between
1930 and 1970
Opening: 30.01.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 31.01.–17.05.2020
Curated by Heimo Hofgartner

The exhibition The Future’s Ours! is dedicated to Uto Laur, an amateur photographer and film-maker from Graz who has fallen into obscurity. Born in a
suburb of Kursk in 1904, Uto Laur and his family moved to his maternal grandparents in Graz in 1907. Sunday visits with his mother to the Graz cinema,
established in 1906, decisively influenced the path he took in life. After an odyssey in terms of jobs, working as a trainee at the Großdeutsche Partei, in a
bank and finally in the film business, he began to work as an operator in a sound cinema in 1931, aged 27. He practised this occupation until his
retirement. Moreover, Laur himself engaged with the film medium and was active as an amateur photographer. Some of his – in his own words – ‘semiprofessional’ photographs made their way as illustrations into various daily newspapers from the mid-1930s onwards.
Along with several of the films he made, Uto Laur left part of his photographic output to the Multimedia Collections at the Joanneum. He justified this
step as follows in a letter written in 1990: ‘As I have reached 86 this year, I am concerned about my picture and sound archive. It would certainly be a pity
if one day this landed on a special-items rubbish dump (…).’
The mass of material received encompasses 600 paper prints, some 6,000 small-format negatives, as well as 750 slides, providing a document of
contemporary events in Styria over a period spanning 50 years. The exhibition’s focus is on Laur’s photographs of Graz from 1930 to 1970.
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Your Graz!
The Kubinzky Collection at the Joanneum
Opening: 27.02.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 28.02.2020–31.01.2021
Curated by Gerhard M. Dienes and Astrid Aschacher

On November 25, 2018 Prof. Karl Albrecht Kubinzky gifted the major part of his cultural-historical collection to the Universalmuseum Joanneum. Kubinzky
is a native of Graz, historian and passionate collector. Graz lies at the heart of his collection. And in 2020 this will be merged with selected Joanneum
holdings in the History Museum annual exhibition: the presentation will narrate the history – and stories – of Graz. What is past, will come to life; what is
present, will enter our awareness. The extraordinary will encounter the mundane; light will meet shadow; persistence will come up against change. Your
Graz is a foray into the abundance of the city, starting with the former suburbs – without the margins, there can be no centre – and wending its way
through the outskirts to the eponymous core of the city.

Your Graz, the major city exhibition, is aimed at residents of Graz, and indeed at all those who are interested in the city with its many attributes.
Ultimately, it can be seen as a present to Prof. Kubinzky, who will celebrate his 80th birthday in 2020.
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55 Hours of Austria
Programme Focus
07.–09.05.2020
In cooperation with museums and cultural institutions in Graz

2020 sees the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, while the signing of the State Treaty lies 65 years in the past. To mark these two
historically striking events, we plan a programme focus titled 55 Hours of Austria that spans individual institutions, taking place from May 7–9, 2020.
Besides the History Museum, a range of institutions will be involved, including the Archaeology Museum, the Alte Galerie, CLIO, the Forum Stadtpark, the
Graz Opera and the Styrian Provincial Library, bringing exhibitions, special tours, talks with eye-witnesses, book presentations, performances, lectures,
literature and music to the planned programme. The point of the undertaking is to reach as many people as possible through a common calendar of events
and to heighten awareness of these historically relevant occurrences.

24

Go Graz Go
1,170 Kilometres of City
Opening: 27.05.2020, 6 pm
Duration: 28.05.–04.10.2020
Curated by Gerhard Melzer

The relevant surveys record 66 kilometres of city boundary for Graz, a surface of 127.5 square kilometres and a total length of the road network of 1,170
kilometres. The idea is to breathe life into these sober figures: the city resident Gerhard Melzer becomes an exemplary field researcher, and strikes out to
cover, in systematically arranged marches on foot, every street, every park and public place in Graz, occasionally its back yards, too, and to record the
impressions gained. The undertaking is to be understood as a subjective exploration of the city, which directs our gaze onto the remote, the incidental, the
little-noticed. The many kilometres of the city swell up when walking through and looking. Hidden paradises and urban-planning nightmares come to light,
architectural contrasts and upheavals, and evidence in signs, images and text that emphasise the wilfulness of the city and its inhabitants. In short: the
city turns into a book that needs reading.
Moreover, the exhibition sets out to visualise the act of walking as a fundamental instrument of appropriating the world, and it does so by means of
selected artistic and literary positions.
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Forever Beautiful!
Styria in the Karl A. Kubinzky Collection
Opening: 22.10.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 23.10.2020–31.01.2021
Curated by Bettina Habsburg-Lothringen

Along with tens of thousands of objects relating to Graz, the Kubinzky Collection contains some 12,500 picture postcards from the various regions of
Styria. We are dedicating an exhibition to this collection.
The starting point of the presentation is a snapshot of the province’s natural and cultural landscapes: the majestic mountains and tranquil expanses, the
lakes and rivers, the villages and historical towns, the castles and sights. From this, the analysis is directed at self-perceptions and desired images, at
idealised, standardised constructions of town and country, the charm of the serial, the significance of colour, as well as the creation of certain
atmospheres.

The exhibition Forever Beautiful! looks beyond the Year of Culture 2020 and towards the Steiermark Schau 2021 (Styrian Show).
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Folk Life Museum NEW
Closed from 07.01.2020
Re-opening: 09.04.2021
Curated by Birgit Johler with the assistance of Christiane Rainer and Johannes Mayer

Since 2019 the Universalmuseum Joanneum has had the Department for Folk Life, which encompasses the Folk Life Museum and the Austrian Open-Air
Museum Stübing. By linking the two museums, opportunities have arisen for interlacing contents and services, as well as disentangling responsibilities
and profile building. New to the team since 2019 are Claudia Unger as department head and Birgit Johler as Head Curator of the Folk Life Museum;
alongside the proven colleagues and two new additions to the curatorial team, they are devoting themselves to the fundamental repositioning of the Folk
Life Museum. In January 2020 the permanent exhibition Treasures of Everyday Life and the current special exhibition The Petrol Station Myth will be
closed, after which work will focus on the new exhibitions until 2021. The plan is for an overall concept that gives consideration to the Homeland Room in
the Folk Life Museum and the to-date little known gardens, thereby breathing new life into the whole site. Moreover, by means of appeals to collectors,
the collection is to be expanded with objects from the 1930s to the present day, and the Folk Life Museum will remain a presence in 2020, too, with
individual events and activities. On April 9, 2021 the Folk Life Museum will re-open its portals with a new exhibition on the themes of the present and
identity, as part of the Steiermark Schau (Styrian Show).
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International Day of Peace 2020
Educational Programme
20.–25.09.2020, Styrian Armoury and History Museum
Curated by Anita Niegelhell

In 2020, too, as part of the UN-led International Day of Peace on September 21, the education team at the Styrian Armoury and History Museum invite
participants to reflect on war and peace, under the title Tired of War, Ready for Peace? With varied programmes and offerings, we investigate the causes
and consequences of war, the conditions for peace, and to what extent we, as individuals, carry responsibility for always, constantly being on the look-out
for signs of war gathering.
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On Slave Raiders and Aphid Farmers
Ants in Styria
Opening: 17.09.2020, 7 pm
Duration: 18.09.2020–11.07.2021
Curated by Herbert C. Wagner, Michael C. Niki Knopp, Wolfgang Paill, Ursula Stockinger

With their enormous biomass, ants occupy a key position in many Central European habitats. They are important predators, disseminators of plant seeds,
as well as collaborative partners and hosts of other animal species. Their fascinating diversity can be explored by means of a living ant colony, various
models, preparations and photographs. Ants vary not only in relation to size, colouring and physical build; their conduct is also pronouncedly
differentiated – from war against other ants and the behaviour of aphids, right up to slave hunting.
The arrangement of the in-house ant collection serves as a basis for the exhibition, in which the dissemination of the 100 Styrian ant species is presented,
supplemented by classification, ecology and the conduct of ants native to Austria.
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Who’s Next?
From the ‘Location Nature’ Series
08.03.2020, Natural History Museum
Curated by Michael Pinter
The Natural History Museum and the protection of species: a link that, since 2018 as part of the Citizen Science Projects, has increasingly been cemented
outside of the museum. On the occasion of the World Wildlife Day on March 3, the National History Museum, together with partners, will highlight one
particular endangered species. It demonstrates how a creature lands on the Red List of Threatened Species, and pro-actively takes steps in the right
direction. Species on the Red List don’t just exit the list on the wrong side in distant lands; in Austria, too, this happens – in our own backyard.
For 2020, the team for nature education, together with the scientists in the department of natural history, have chosen the native bat species. Let’s all
support these species and offer them a habitat. Let’s all move in the right direction – every single one of us can make a contribution!

Climate Change and Styria
From the ‘Location Nature’ Series
12.12.2020, Natural History Museum
Curated by Michael Pinter and Markus Rieser
Its consequences can already be felt and are uncontested in scientific literature – the talk is of climate change. As part of the
series ‘Location Nature’ the Natural History Museum takes up this theme. Jointly with experts from important research
institutions, as well as the City of Graz and the Province of Styria, light will be cast on this global development, particularly in
respect of implications for Graz and Styria.
The Natural History Museum thus becomes a place for information – for exchanging and explaining. Questions from the wider
population are also answered here. What can we expect in future and how can chances open up for acting in time?
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Easter in the Sculpture Park
Easter Monday, 13.04.2020, 2 pm

Nest hunting and handicraft workshop for kids from 5–12 – registration required to take part.

Spring Celebration
17.05.2020, 2-5 pm
Artists in Residence 2020
Every year, the Austrian Sculpture Park invites national and international artists as well as classes of art
students to enter into a dialogue with the special circumstances in the Sculpture Park, and to develop
works either jointly or alongside one another. For the 2020 Austrian Sculpture Park Artist-in-Residence
Programme, we succeeded in attracting students from the Sculpture Department – Trans-medial Space
at the Art University of Linz, under the tutelage of Ali Janka and Tobias Urban (Gelitin Artists’ Group).

Late Summer Celebration
13.09.2020, 2-5 pm
In 2020, too, the Late Summer Celebration invites you to join in a relaxed afternoon of guided tours, a kids’ programme, music and culinary delights.

Full Moon Tour through the Sculpture Park
Thursday, October 1, 2020, 6-9 pm
With live music, grape juice and chestnuts – registration required for participation.
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Eeny, meeny, miny, moe – Who’ll Take Care
of the Cow? Children’s Everyday Lives
between Work and Play
Main Theme 2020
Opening: 17.05.2020, 9-5 pm
Duration: 17.05.–31.10.2020
Curated by Michaela Steinböck-Köhler

The theme focuses on the everyday lives of children in former times. Farmers relied on an ample number of children as there had to be assurance that
farm work could constantly be carried out. Children’s lives in the country were shaped by the rhythm of the farm and a structured daily and yearly routine.
They were employed to help out with numerous tasks, depending on their gender, meaning any leisure time was scarce. Relations between parents and
children was determined less by love and affection, more by authority. Children often combined work and play, telling themselves stories while tending
the cattle, singing whilst fetching the water, or playing with objects offered to them by nature as they went to school. Their playmates were their siblings
as well as other children living on the farm or in the vicinity. The parents barely had time to occupy themselves with the children. So they played in the
garden, in the barn or up in the hayloft, in the woods and on the fields and meadows. The thematic scope ranges from the jobs imposed on the children to
the games they played. Visitors discover the everyday life of country children of generations past with the aid of diverse interactive and play-based
stations.
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Hunting is Female
Diana and Actaeon
Opening: 04.04.2020, 11 am
Duration: 04.04.–29.11.2020
Curated by Karlheinz Wirnsberger

Hunting was and is not a field of activity confined to men. If we research into history, we see that hunting was certainly shaped by women, too. This kind
of leisure activity was a means of liberating oneself from the restraints of aristocratic social life; there was a certain latitude concerning clothing
permitted to be worn: the ‘woman’ took part. But the historical development of this subject already begins in pre-history, and then continues in mythology
with the hunting goddess Diana and Actaeon who was enchanted by her, and shows how hunting has developed, with the aid of selected personalities. At
present, the percentage of women in hunting rises from year to year. We also look into whether and to what extent men and women pursue hunting for
different reasons, or whether there is no difference.
This special exhibition is framed by the Diana and Actaeon cycle of Austrian artist Gerald Brettschuh. Current developments and discussions beyond the
raised hide and habitats for wild animals, the reproductive behaviour of wild animals and the resulting social consequences in the animal world round off
the subject.
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Workers’ Club
(working title)
January to July 2020

In cooperation with the University for Artistic and Industrial Design Linz, Space & Design Strategies
course, the Workers’ Club (working title) is being developed as an artistic intervention in public space in
Graz. It consists of individual works which can communicate with one another through temporarily
constructed social spaces. In this way, the theme of work is considered, negotiated and discussed in a
wide variety of ways.

Hans Schabus
Semmering Cross
Summer 2020

In cooperation with Art in Public Space Lower Austria, and with the participation of the Semmering and
Spital am Semmering municipalities, Hans Schabus was invited to conceive of a project for the border area
between Lower Austria and Styria in the district of Semmering.
Keeping in mind the direct surroundings, history and significance, the artist creates a self-confident
setting befitting the 100-year old place, which takes into consideration its special border position as much
as it clarifies long-range proportionalities. With the form of a coordinate system, his concern is with no
less than ‘the location with the world, in the world and with the outside of the world.’

34

KiöR – Mobile Navigation App
As part of a course at the FH Joanneum Graz in the field of study of information design
intoto, a young start-up team was commissioned by the Institute of Art in Public Space Styria to
design a mobile navigation app under various premises, in order to make art in public space in Styria accessible
in an entertaining way.
Thus, you can enter your location, the kind of transport and the time available, to be guided from one artwork to another. One can follow
pre-established tours according to specific themes, look for the works of individual artists, and try out other possibilities. The app is
intended to contain not only all projects realised by the institute, but also other works and relevant locations for public space, reaching
back to 1945. Without any claim to completeness, the app can be continually expanded by including the collective knowledge of users.

Yearbook 2018/2019
The tight programme in recent years of the Institute of Art in Public Space Styria will be reflected in the Yearbook 2018/2019, which is published in 2020.

Further Projects
In 2020 a cooperation will once again take place with Verein Elevate; projects with the artists’ group zweintopf and the artists Josef Klammer and Seppo
Gründler will be realised. Using the popular educational format NOSW – Nie Ohne Seife Waschen (Never Wash Without Soap), excursions will once again
be undertaken to all points of the compass in Styria, led by Alexandra Riewe.
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Initial photo material for these projects can be found at the following link:
www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Programme20

For any inquiries, please contact:
Anna Fras: +43-664/8017-9211
Julia Aichholzer: +43-664/8017-9213
presse@museum-joanneum.at
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