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With more than 2.5 million objects, the Multimedia Collections are one of the most important 
audio-visual collections in Austria. The content of these photographs, films and sound 
documents is relevant to us in a number of ways: they document the transformation of the 
landscape, provide insights into contemporary Styrian history and economic development and 
paint a picture of local everyday life. In addition, they trace the development of media and 
technologies.

Sound
The technology necessary to record sound was invented at the turn of the 20th century. Prior to 
this, sound was ephemeral and tied to the moment, but now it could be conserved and played 
back at will from various places. The capability to record and play back sound meant that 
museums now started collecting sounds and acoustic impressions as historical documents. This 
innovation also radically changed the public’s music consumption, among other things. 
The sound documents in the Schaudepot provide you with a representative insight into our 
collection: it includes political speeches and interviews with famous historical figures as well as 
music recordings or a systematic recording of all Styrian church bells from the 1960s—which can 
be heard via the central installation in the room.

Film & video
The Multimedia Collections also include a stock of Styrian films and videos. Cinematography is 
one of the many innovations produced by the 19th century. This made it possible to not only 
preserve images but also to set them in motion and thus create an illusion. For the audience, the 
medium of film brought the entire world within easy reach. Cinema also allowed them to 
temporarily escape into fantastic and utopian dream worlds. Our film collection is committed to 
Styria. It shows us the everyday life of people, the transformation of the cities and landscapes 
and thus contributes substantially to our knowledge and our understanding of the 20th century.
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Photography
The invention of photography in the 19th century was a historic revolution in media: phenomena 
of the outside world could be recorded for the first time via optical and chemical procedures. 
Thanks to further technological developments, photography grew to be a mass medium within 
just a few decades. A photograph preserves a moment already past. This is also true of the 
approx. 2 million photographs that currently reside in our museum’s stores. The Schaudepot
shows you a representative collection based on criteria like type of equipment, age, artist, region 
of origin and themes.

Historical media equipment
Analog photographs and film, video and sound recordings are dependent on the availability of 
technical equipment. The last room of the Schaudepot is devoted to these devices. In order to 
find out what is inside the display case, you have to press the various buttons. Originally 
assembled to help view and play back the collections, these technical devices have since 
become enlightening objects as testimonials to the spirit of research and the power of invention. 
The pieces gathered together in the Schaudepot provide an insight into our collection of tape 
recorders, gramophones, record players, cameras and film cameras.


