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The Cultural History Collection was established in the late 19th century. Today it is home to 
around 37,000 objects and documents how Styria came to be and how it has changed since 
the 12th century. The Multimedia Collections were created in the 1950s and today comprise 
approx. 2.5 million photographs, films, sound recordings as well as historical media 
equipment. These offer not only an insight into the evolution of media since 1850 but also 
into the history and contemporary history of this province.

Entering & opening
In the first exhibition room, you find yourself surrounded by grilles, locks, door knockers and 
glazed tiles. These are representative of our wrought iron and ceramics collection. 
Our repository stores about 4,500 window grilles, signs, doors, locks and keys from the fifteenth 
to the twentieth century. Some of them are shown in our Schaudepot. They speak to the 
fundamental importance of the iron production industry for Styria. The basis of this industry was 
the rich ore deposits of the Styrian Erzberg Mountain, the exploitation of which probably started 
as early as the 7th century.
Ceramics is the oldest focus of our collection. The first object listed in our inventory is an oven 
tile from the 17th century. Today the collection comprises around 3,000 moulds, glazed tiles 
and floor tiles. Unfortunately, we are unable to show our 20 fully preserved tiled stoves in the 
Schaudepot due to a lack of space.

Furnishing & decorating
The next two rooms give you an idea of how home decor in Austria and Europe has developed 
from the Middle Ages to the modern period. Most of the objects on display date back to the 
period from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century. They provide you with information on the 
changing styles and fashions, the methods of production and the social status and taste of their 
owners.
Our furniture collection currently consists of about 1,400 objects: wardrobes and dressers, 
chests and boxes, tables and desks, beds and sofas as well as picture frames. The Schaudepot
offers you a selection from the fifteenth to the twentieth century. The typical gothic storage 
container was the chest. Many new types of furniture developed in the Renaissance and Baroque 
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periods. However, the most popular piece of furniture was the cabinet, which came in a variety of 
sizes and could be closed by double doors.
A separate area is devoted to picture frames and mirrors. Owning a large mirror in the 18th 
century was sheer luxury. The modern production of mirrors began in Venice. The manufacturing 
process (the glass is covered by a thin sheet of tin, on which a layer of mercury is poured) was 
treated like a state secret. The vapours released as part of this process resulted in many cases 
of severe mercury poisoning, which eventually led to the banning of the use of mercury in the 
late 19th century.

On your way to the eating & drinking area, you will pass by our clocks and chairs & seating 
furniture collections.

Eating & drinking
The increasing demands on furnishing and decorating also led to the development of a new 
dining culture. In medieval times, there were the Tischzuchten, which were texts and books 
about table manners. In the following centuries, numerous utensils made of glass, ceramic and 
porcelain were created for the plating and serving of food. Our ceramic collection comprises 
around 400 vessels, busts and sculptures. The majority come from Austria, but other regions of 
Europe are also represented. A special position is given to Viennese porcelain, which, like the 
legendary Meissen porcelain, enjoyed great popularity in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. A series of richly decorated cups demonstrates the superior quality characteristic of 
the chinaware of the imperial manufactory around 1800.
The Schaudepot also contains an abundance of jars, mugs, bowls, tureens, plates, pots, vases, 
saltshakers and sugar bowls. They speak to the importance of the regional pottery industry and 
the wide variety of decoration employed by local artisans. Particular importance is given to our 
glass collection: it includes around 1,100 pieces from the sixteenth to the twentieth century. 
Finds from the Roman Period suggest that glass was already being manufactured in Styria 
around 1,800 years ago. Our collection contains a good number of pieces from the Biedermeier 
period, in which many new techniques were developed to satisfy the bourgeoisie’s passion for 
collecting. Particularly popular at the time were mugs decorated with views of cities and 
landscapes and still lifes of flowers and animals.
A separate area of the room is devoted to cutlery: in the Middle Ages, the spoon was the eating 
utensil of simple people and children. With the refinement of table manners, the cutlery, which 
was kept in a separate case and brought along on trips, was at first a valuable accessory of the 
upper class. Increasingly manufactured in large quantities, the knife, fork and spoon soon found 
their way into middle-class homes, too.

Travel & mobility
For a long time, getting around was uncomfortable, time-consuming and expensive: the Mur 
River was the most important transport route in Styria for centuries. People as well as goods 
were transported here on rafts and, occasionally, on ships. Travelling to the countryside was 
difficult due to the poor condition of the roads. Even though the male nobility road horses and 
women and the sick rode in carriages, most people got around on foot. This started to change in 
the 17th century when coaches began to become popular throughout Europe. However, the real 
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revolution in mobility happened here in the 19th century with the construction of the railroad. 
The first automobiles cruised through Graz in the early 20th century. 
The Schaudepot contains several vehicles from the time before automobiles were invented: a 
remarkable piece is the medieval “Friedrichswagen” (Frederick’s carriage), which you can see in 
the right corner of the presentation. The exclusive design, the numerous coats of arms and the 
inscription with the imperial motto “A E I O U” point to the status of its owner, Emperor Frederick 
III.
Another famous figure in the history of Styria is associated with the draisine (dandy horse),
which is located on the wall at the top right. The invention of Baron Karl von Drais from 1817 
functioned similarly to the balance bikes popular with kids today and allowed people to roll 
down the street at twice the speed of walking. Archduke John was also a fan of the new 
vehicle—he commissioned the building of the deluxe draisine on display.
The penny-farthings hanging from the ceiling were more challenging to ride. The first penny-
farthings appeared in Graz in the 1880s. According to sources at the time, it took a halfway 
talented schoolkid about five to six weeks to learn to somewhat ride this bicycle.

Research & knowledge
Opposite the vehicles, you’ll find the Research & knowledge area: the modern era sparked new 
ways of exploring the world and the cosmos. Modern research was based on observation and 
calculation, and a new culture of systematic measuring and surveying of the world began to 
grow. The objects assembled here bear witness to these developments: globes, clocks, sun dials, 
compasses, measuring instruments and a telescope. 

The largest of the globes on display was made by Vincenzo Coronelli, a Venetian Franciscan, who 
supplied baroque Europe with globes and maps in the seventeenth and early eighteenth 
centuries. In particular, his huge globes of the earth and the heavens, which look like visually 
stunning encyclopaedias of the astronomical knowledge of the time, led to his international 
reputation. Our globe of the heavens was originally located in the Jesuit University of Graz.

Made in 1835, the chronoglobium is an unusual looking object: Atlas of the heavens shoulders 
the brass and steel globe encased in a glass sphere: a pretty hefty lesson in astronomy, seeing 
as the object depicts the most important stars, the equator, the tropics, the polar circles as well 
as the hours of day and night. 

Work & manufacturing
The wall at the end of the room is devoted to the topic of work. The basis of the display is our 
handicraft collection which contains around 120 chests, pots, tankards, signs, signets and flags 
as well as craftsmen tools. The dominant factor of pre-industrial production was the guilds, 
associations of craftsmen (bakers, blacksmiths, milliners, tailors, millers, carpenters, etc.) who 
controlled, among other things, the education, training and pricing policy of its members, but 
were also active in the field of social welfare and quality assurance. The guild chests on the right 
side of the room played an important role for the individual guilds: elaborately designed, the 
guild’s coat of arms as well as other important documents, letters, etc. were kept in here.
The following room is devoted to our music and religion collections.
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Music & faith
Our collection of musical instruments primarily consists of string and wind instruments: 
including harps, lutes, violins, flutes, horns and trumpets. The Schaudepot presents a small 
sample of the 240 instruments in our stores. The Leydecker harpsichord (on the left side of the 
display case) is one-of-a-kind: made by the court organ builder Johann Leydecker in 1755, this 
instrument is one of the few remaining ones with a Viennese bass octave. The glass harmonica 
on the right behind the harpsichord is relatively unknown: a series of glass bowls of different 
sizes are threaded onto an iron spindle. A pedal is used to make the spindle rotate. Sound is 
produced through friction by touching the rims of the bowls with water-moistened fingers.
The other walls in the room are devoted to faith and our extensive collection of religious objects: 
crucifixes, altar candlesticks, chalices, cruets, monstrances and holy water bottles. Reliquaries 
played a very important role in medieval as well as baroque religious devotion. A small group of 
Judaica (Jewish ceremonial art) has also been preserved. They reflect the religious life of 
European Jews, and how it has been connected with the local culture for centuries. Of particular 
note is a series of grave crosses that were made as part of a competition in the 1930s and 
several processional crosses which were carried at the head of processions. The collection also 
contains pewter holy water bottles which were used to store and transport holy water without 
spilling a drop.

Clothes & jewellery
The last room of the Schaudepot of the Cultural History Collection is devoted to textiles and 
jewellery: with around 6,100 rugs, tapestries, blankets, duvets, table linen, shoes, fans, bags, 
and women’s, men’s, and children’s fashion, our textile collection is the largest group within the 
entire Cultural History Collection. Of particular significance are approx. 750 period costumes 
from the sixteenth to the twentieth century. Our collection of jewellery comprises 1,500 
bracelets, bangles, rings, brooches, necklaces, pendants, lockets, earrings, hatpins, hairpins, 
decorations and medals from the sixteenth to the twentieth century. The collection in the 
Schaudepot is currently focused on modern costume jewellery.


