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CoSA – Center of Science Activities
Joanneum Quarter, 8010 Graz
www.cosagraz.at, +43-316/8017-9100
Opening: October 19, 2019
Developed and designed by FRida & freD – Das Grazer Kindermuseum and the Natural History 
Museum, Universalmuseum Joanneum
In cooperation with AVL List, Energie Steiermark, Gesundheitsfond Steiermark, Graz Tourismus, 
IV Steiermark, Kammer für Arbeiter und Angestellte für Steiermark, Magna Automotive, Mayr-
Melnhof Karton AG, SFL Engineering, Stölzle-Oberglas, WKO Steiermark. 
The Augmented Reality model project was supported by: Klaus Tschira Stiftung.

After a four-year planning period, the Frida & freD - Das Grazer Kindermuseum and the 
Universalmuseum Joanneum have created jointly the CoSA – Center of Science Activities at 
Natural History Museum. The CoSA is a science center, in which technology and the natural 
sciences can be experienced in an extraordinary way. The target group for visitors is 
primarily youngsters from 12 years of age. The Science Center is being installed on nearly 
1200 m² and 12 rooms on the first floor of the Natural History Museum in the Joanneum 
Quarter. 13 specially designed thematic areas enable science and technology to be 
experienced directly by visitors. In Graz for the first time, and uniquely throughout the 
world, knowledge can be experienced on 250 m² of space by means of Augmented Reality 
and Gamification. This model project is sponsored by the Klaus Tschira Stiftung. 

The idea
The Science Center CoSA stands for an easily accessible, interactive and entertaining passing 
on of knowledge. The goal is to enthuse young people above all for interaction with technology 
and the natural sciences. The center aims to succeed in tapping into youngsters’ daily lives, 
stimulating them to act and participate themselves. Science is to be communicated on a broad 
basis.

Getting hands-on
The methods used to teach technology and the natural sciences will be highly varied, but what 
they have in common is an approach to the themes that is hands-on: the emphasis is always on 
participating and being pro-active. 

Areas of knowledges and themes
The visitors can easily browse through the ‘Cabinet of Knowledge’ (CoSA_Experimentarium); in 
the CoSA_MedLab, they dip into the world of medical research. In the area of 
CoSA_Technology, visitors can slip into the role of developers, and design a fantastical means
of transportation. In the CoSA_Sustainability room, youths join in a game based around the 
subject of sustainability. In the Workshop, visitors solve various scientific and technical tasks. 
The area of CoSA_DIY (Do-It-Yourself) enables youngsters to realise their own ideas. Thus, the 
aim is to enthuse young people for crafts, technology and science. The CoSA_Community
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invites visitors not only to hang out, network, brainstorm or chill, it also makes the link to 
scientific institutions, companies and universities. Guests present their ideas here, pupils write 
their pre-university essays etc. 
In the ‘Space & Deep Ocean’ (CoSA_Visions), one can experience a passive journey into the 
unknown – high up into outer space, and deep down into the oceans – advance into unknown 
worlds, unleashing dreams and visions. A special exhibition area (CoSA_Plus) shows examples 
of realised projects and results from science, research and technology. 
In the CoSA_Show, staff specially trained in acting will put on a spectacular show that covers 
appropriate themes, once again with the emphasis on visitor participation. 
Furthermore, 250 m² of exhibition surface are dedicated to the exciting area of ‘Augmented 
Reality Storytelling’ under the title of CoSA_A(R)dventure. The conveying of knowledge takes 
place here by expanding reality through the use of AR glasses and shows a completely new and 
appealing approach to scientific and technical themes, particularly attractive for the youth 
target visitor group. In the adjacent CoSA_Coding Area, young programmers have the chance to 
apply their knowledge, and to pass it on, too. The ‘Escape Room’ (CoSA_Escape) in the 
historical Display Mine is concerned with resources of importance in the past, the present and 
the future. 

There are two overarching themes: one deals with ethical questions surrounding knowledge, 
research and technology, the other deals with career opportunities in the science and 
technology sectors. In addition, outdoor activities are planned, which will bring science to the 
broader population and make folks want to learn more about the Science Center CoSA. 

Augmented Reality – first time in Graz for everyone, unique worldwide
Over 250 m2 floor space, CoSA A(R)dventure is dedicated to the storytelling based use of 
Augmented Reality. Thanks to the support of the Klaus Tschira Stiftung, which has devoted 
itself to the promotion of the natural sciences, mathematics and computer science, it has 
proven possible to realise a future-oriented project promoting the conveyance of knowledge by 
means of AR story-telling and gamification. Users move between the real and virtual world in 
order to solve the tasks. The CoSA is assuming a leading role globally when it comes to 
combining interactive exhibits with AR technology. What’s special, too, is that in Graz 18 AR 
glasses are in use at the same time. With these special spectacles one immerses oneself in an 
extended, multi-dimensional world. Up until now, this technology was employed almost 
exclusively by industry, for example, to test developments or to simulate situations. Through 
the deployment of Augmented Reality glasses in a museum environment, the Klaus Tschira 
Stiftung aims to promote young people’s interest in science in the long term: they become 
participants who experience an adventure, thereby discovering a new avenue to acquiring
knowledge.

Why does Graz need the Science Center CoSA?
The first Science Center was opened in San Francisco in 1969. Yet in Styria, aside from schools, 
there are virtually no other offerings that convey science to youngsters and make them aware 
of it in a practical way. The CoSA is thus an essential building block in the future sectors of 
research, innovation and technology in Styria, helping to consolidate the region as a business 
and economic location.


