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For more than three decades, the Edition Artelier, founded in 1985, formed a hotspot in Graz for 
international contemporary art. Starting out from the screen-printing company ‘Schilcher und 
Sohn’, an independent production facility was set up here for artistic silkscreen printing, where a 
unique collection of ‘serial art’ was created in collaboration with numerous artists both in Austria 
and from abroad. 

The Artelier attracted the interest of many artists largely due to its know-how in production 
techniques. Of primary importance was the correct usage of the medium. Silkscreen printing was 
only employed where it was recognised as the most appropriate technique for achieving the 
artistic aim. Thus, the Edition Artelier produced the installative works by Peter Kogler, for 
example, for his participation at the documenta IX (1992) and X (1997) in Kassel, the 1995 
Venice Biennale, as well as the exhibition in the Museum of Modern Art in New York in 2006. 
Besides the classic print on paper, there were also objects used made of wood, metal, plastic 
and glass. 

The collection deserves particular attention in the context of the ‘serial art’ theme itself, which 
was – and is – part of a deep-reaching discourse around redefining notions of art in the 20th

century. The Edition Artelier also moved within this theoretical setting, above all in its early
years. In the mid-1980s neo-expressive painting (and its counterpart in sculpture) experienced a 
heyday in international art events both in Europe and the USA. In comparison to other 
disciplines such as painting and sculpture, serigraphy was relatively unappreciated. In order to 
give this medium the necessary attention, and above all recognition, the Artelier added to its 
production and publishing arms an equally intensive activity in presentation. In this, the Artelier 
defined its basic business principle as the merging of ‘production, publishing and presentation’ in 
one, with the goal of establishing ‘serial art’ as a genre of indisputably equal value to the other 
art forms. This was accompanied by the strategy of producing small, but high-quality editions. 
Besides exhibitions held in their own gallery in Graz, it was considered mandatory to participate 
in the big international art fairs (in Basel, Cologne, Berlin, Madrid, Chicago, Los Angeles and 
Vienna). 
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From the 1990s onwards, under the direction of Peter Weibel, Werner Fenz and Christa Steinle, 
an up-to-date, progressive concept of art became the foundation of the programme of the Neue 
Galerie Graz. This concept, which cast doubt upon the aura of the artwork and the ‘cult of the 
original’, also shifted the activities of the Artelier into the spotlight of public interest. The 
central exhibition took place as a production of the Neue Galerie Graz as part of the 1998 
steirischer herbst festival, titled Art without a Unique Piece and curated by Peter Weibel. 
Offering a comprehensive overview of the work of the Edition Artelier since 1985, it invited 
international experts to a high-calibre symposium. At the time, a donation was made to the 
Neue Galerie Graz of an important selection from the Edition Artelier production; this was 
followed by acquisitions, loans and private gifts from the same production. 

After the production and publishing activities were closed down, Petra Schilcher and Ralph 
Schilcher generously offered their collection in 2015 to the Neue Galerie Graz at the Joanneum. 
This contains not only the 500 editions, but also selected works of some 1,000 productions, 
which were created as commissions from, or collaborations with, various artists; it also includes 
an extensive accompanying archive documenting the collection. The complex of works, and the 
archive as well, have gradually been integrated into the Neue Galerie Graz collection, and are 
henceforth accessible to the general public. They represent a comprehensive expansion of the 
collection in the area of ‘serial art’.

The exhibition Too Much Is Not Enough! The ‘Artelier Collection’ Donation presents the part of 
the works that was produced and published by the Artelier. The 200 or so works of different 
editions, frequently in several parts, which are shown in the first room convey a sense of how 
diverse, heterogenous and original the Artelier’s production was. The exhibition architecture, 
which is inspired by archives and storage depots, thus marks the transition from the works that 
were certainly conceived for the private sphere into that of the museum. This is also the basis 
for the way in which the works are shown: not everything has been completely unpacked, not 
everything is fully on display, and in the case of portfolios, mostly only one sheet is shown –
although these are continuously changed throughout the exhibition run. In the following rooms, 
further exemplars of selected editions can be shown mainly thanks to loaned items from Artelier 
Contemporary and the Artelier Collection, and have been relocated in the context of 
controversial issues in contemporary art, such as: how are questions of authorship negotiated in 
‘serial art’? What is the relationship between unique pieces and series? And what correlations 
exist between art, everyday existence, and life? The artists who have worked with the Artelier 
for more than three decades have offered answers in part playful, frequently original and often 
attractive. 

An accompanying publication, issued by the Edition Artelier and the Neue Galerie Graz, deals 
with the history of the Artelier as well as the subject of ‘serial art’. It also contains an index of 
the donation made to the Universalmuseum Joanneum. 
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Artists of the ‘Artelier Collection’ donation

Robert Adrian X, Iris Andraschek, Ian Anüll, John M. Armleder, Christian Ludwig Attersee, 
Christian Bachler, Rudolf Bährend, Eliška Bartek, Thomas Baumann, Thomas Bayrle, Mohamed 
el Baz, Wolfgang Becksteiner, Michaela Berger, Madeleine Berkhemer, Heiner Blum, Cosima 
von Bonin, Ecke Bonk, Monica Bonvicini, Herbert Brandl, Nikolaus Breisach, Gilbert 
Bretterbauer, Norbert Brunner, Max Bühlmann, Angelika Bulloch, Marie José Burki, Ernst 
Caramelle, Georgia Creimer, Franz Josef Czernin, Josef Danner, Jiří David, Dejanov/Heger, 
Johannes Deutsch, H.M. Doppler, Bronislava A. Dubner, Manfred Erjautz, EVA & ADELE, Günther 
Förg, Peter Friedl, G.R.A.M., Jakob Gasteiger, Kendell Geers, Marcus Geiger, Hermann Glettler, 
Manuel Gorkiewicz, Franz Graf, Konstantin Grcic, Thomas Grünfeld, Martin Guttmann, Roman 
Haubenstock Ramati, Thilo Heinzmann, Richard Hoeck, Sabina Hörtner, Axel Huber, Markus 
Huemer, Leiko Ikemura, IRWIN, Hans Jandl, Georg Jirak, Ronald Jones, Franco Kappl, Michael 
Kienzer, Orhan Kipcak, Martin Kippenberger, Udo Koch, Peter Kogler, Zenita Komad, Joseph 
Kosuth, Brigitte Kowanz, Andreas Kunzmann, Hans Kupelwieser, Louise Lawler, Sol LeWitt, 
Thomas Locher, Gerhard Lojen, Hans-Jörg Mayer, Feng Mengbo, Anna Meyer, John Miller, Lisa 
Milroy, Hoshyar Mohiden, Rudi Molacek, Christian Philipp Müller, Muntean / Rosenblum, 
Tadeusz Myslowski, Maurizio Nannucci, Stefan Nessmann, Flora Neuwirth, Night & Day, Lucia 
Nogueira, Albert Oehlen, Tobias Rehberger, Werner Reiterer, Rivka Rinn, Gerwald 
Rockenschaub, Chéri Samba, Eva Schlegel, Jörg Schlick, Hubert Schmalix, Ferdinand Schmatz, 
Ira Schneider, Michael Schuster, Achim Simon, Hartmut Skerbisch, Gunther Skreiner, Kiki 
Smith, Werner Stadler, Haim Steinbach, Christoph Steinbrener, Thomas Stimm, Christian Stock, 
Esther Stocker, Wolfgang Stückler, Milica Tomić, Gustav Troger, Mitja Tušek, Hartmut Urban, 
Matta Wagnest, Martin Walde, Franz Wanner, Peter Weibel, Hans Weigand, Markus Wilfling, 
Fred Wilson, Josef Windisch, Günther Wizemann, Hansi Woertl, Manfred Wolff-Plottegg, Erwin 
Wurm, Joseph Zehrer, Michael Zinganel, Otto Zitko, Heimo Zobernig


