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Presseinformation zur Kick-Off-Veranstaltung des EU-Projekts/
press information on the kick-off event of the EU project
IRON-AGE-DANUBE - MONUMENTALIZED EARLY IRON 
AGE LANDSCAPES IN THE DANUBE RIVER BASIN

http://www.interreg-danube.eu/approved-projects/iron-age-danube
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Projektinhalt/project content
Der 1. Jänner 2017 markiert den Beginn des flagship Projektes der Abteilung Archäologie &
Münzkabinett des Universalmuseums Joanneums. Titel dieses Projektes ist „Monumentalllandschaften 
der Älteren Eisenzeit im Donaubecken“ (Iron-Age-Danube). Dauer: 1.1.2017-30.6.2019. Das Projekt ist 
Teil des Interreg Danube Transnational Programme der Europäischen Union und wird aus diesem mit ca. 
2.169.200 EUR an EFRE-Mitteln finanziert. Diese Summe macht in etwa 85% des 
Gesamtprojektvolumens von 2.552.000 EUR aus. 
In den kommenden 30 Monaten werden elf Projektpartner und neun assoziierte Partner aus fünf 
Ländern (Kroatien, Österreich, Slowakei, Slowenien und Ungarn) das archäologische Erbe der frühen 
Eisenzeit (Hallstattzeit) im Donauraum mit modernsten technologischen Mitteln erforschen, ein 
internationales Netzwerk aufbauen und ein gemeinsames attraktives touristisches Produkt entwickeln. 
Unter der Leitung des Universalmuseums Joanneum wird jeder einzelne Partner seinen Teil beitragen, 
um gemeinsam eine internationale Strategie zum Schutz und zur nachhaltigen Nutzung des
archäologischen Erbes im Donauraum zu entwickeln. 
Ein Schritt auf diesem Weg sind internationale Grabungs- und Promotioncamps, bei denen moderne 
technische Geräte zum Einsatz kommen. Ein wichtiges Arbeitspaket des Projekts ist die Aufbereitung 
von archäologischen Inhalten mit Hilfe moderner Medien. Diese sollen neben herkömmlichen analogen 
Informationsquellen das Interesse der Touristen an spezifischen Mikroregionen wecken, wie Großklein 
(AT), Strettweg (AT), Százhalombatta (HU), Süttő (HU), Sopron (HU), Jalžabet (CRO), Kaptol (CRO), 
Poštela (SI) und Dolenjske Toplice (SI), die besonders reich an archäologischen Denkmälern der Älteren 
Eisenzeit sind. In der Steiermark stehen bekannte und berühmte Fundstätten – Strettweg bei 
Judenburg mit dem Kultwagen und Kleinklein bei Großklein mit der Maske aus dem Kröllkogel – im 
Fokus der Forschung. Zusammen mit ihren internationalen und österreichischen Partnern, der 
Universität Wien (Institut für Urgeschichte und Historische Archäologie) und der Karl-Franzens-
Universität Graz (Institut für Archäologie), will das Universalmuseum Joanneum das reiche 
archäologische Erbe der Steiermark nicht nur regional, sondern auch international bekannter machen. 

The 1st of January 2017 marks the beginning of the flagship project of the department Archaeology & 
Coin Cabinett of the Universalmuseum Joanneum. The title of the project is „Monumentalized Early Iron 
Age Landscapes in the Danube river basin“ (Iron-Age-Danube). Duration: 1.1.2017-30.6.2019. The 
project is part of the Interreg Danube Transnational Programme of the European Union and is funded 
by it with approximately 2.169.200 EUR (these EFRE resources make 85% of the total project volume 
which is about 2.552.000 EUR). 
In the following thirty months eleven project partners and nine associated partners from five countries 
(Austria, Croatia, Hungary, Slovakia and Slovenia) will research the archaeological heritage of the Early 
Iron Age (Hallstatt period) with modern technologies, start an international network out of this 
research and at the same time create a new touristic product in the Danube-area.
Under the leadership of the Universalmuseum Joanneum each partner will try his best to establish a 
common international strategy for protection of the archaeological heritage in the Danube area and for 
its sustainable use. Modern technology will be used during international excavation camps and in the 
end one result will be digital and analogous tools for tourists in specific micro regions, like Großklein 
(AT), Strettweg (AT), Százhalombatta (HU), Süttő (HU), Sopron (HU), Jalžabet (CRO), Kaptol (CRO), 
Poštela (SI) and Dolenjske Toplice (SI), which are especially rich on such archaeological monuments. 
In Styria known and famous archaeological sites Strettweg by Judenburg (Cult Wagon) and Kleinklein 
by Strettweg (Mask of Kleinklein) will be put in focus of interest. Together with their international and 
Austrian partners, University of Vienna, Institute of Prehistoric and Historical Archaeology, and the 
University of Graz, Institute of Archaeology, the Universalmuseum Joanneum wants to make the rich 
archaeological heritage of Styria not only regionally but also internationally known. 
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KICK-OFF-PROGRAMME
Between the 31st of January and the 2nd of February 2017 the kick-off-event for the Iron Age Danube
project takes place in Eggenberg Palace. About hundred participants from five EU-countries are 
expected. The programme consists of workshops for school kids, an introduction of all project partners, 
scientific lectures and an archaeological field trip to Großklein, etc.



4



5

Project Partners and Associate Partners

Projektpartner / Project Partners

LP (AT) 
Universalmuseum Joanneum (UMJ)

Kontakt: marko.mele@museum-joanneum.at

https://www.museum-joanneum.at/en/ 
archaeology-museum-schloss-eggenberg

The Universalmuseum Joanneum is considered the biggest of its kind in 
Central Europe. About 4,5 million items in the collections form the basis 
of a richly faceted ‘universal’ exhibition and events schedule. The 
archaeological and numismatic collections are of the greatest 
significance, both for the region and nation. Globally unique finds such 
as the Strettweg Chariot and other archaeological treasures from Styria, 
together with objects from classical antiquity and ancient Egypt, form a 
framework for existential questions of human existence.
The mission of the Department of Archaeology & the Coin Cabinet is to 
preserve Styria’s oldest memories. Focused on the future, it acts as the 
interface between maintaining archaeological monuments, science, and 
the museum in its educational role. Our research and education 
activities aim to raise awareness among Styrians, as well as visitors 
from elsewhere in Austria and abroad, concerning the preservation and 
sustainable usage of Styria’s rich archaeological and numismatic 
heritage. 
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PP 1 (AT) 
University of Graz, Institute of Archaeology 
(Uni Graz)

Kontakt: manfred.lehner@uni-graz.at

http://archaeologie.uni-graz.at/

The research areas at the Institute of Archaeology are broadly based. 
They focus on the archaeology of the Greek and Roman culture, of the 
Eastern Alps and the Danube area as well as on the archaeology of the 
Middle Ages. 
Thus the research and the teaching are dedicated to ancient sculptures, 
ceramics and architecture as well as, for example, the archaeology of 
settlements of the regional Roman provinces, Noricum and Pannonia. In 
this case on the one hand artifacts are investigated and on the other 
hand modern methods such as ALS or geophysical investigations are 
used. The results of such explorations can be considered further by 
excavations and surveying projects at prehistoric, Roman, medieval and 
modern sites. These are often done in cooperation with the Federal 
Monument Office, the Universalmuseum Joanneum or local 
archaeologists.
The teaching of the archaeology of the Eastern Alps (above all Iron Age) 
is carried out by the excavator of the field camp in Strettweg Georg 
Tiefengraber and Susanne Tiefengraber.

PP 2 (AT)
University of Vienna, Institute of Prehistoric 
and Historical Archaeology (UNIVIE)

Kontakt: michael.doneus@univie.ac.at

https://uha.univie.ac.at/
The Department of Prehistoric and Historical Archaeology of the 
University of Vienna can refer to a long record in the research of sites in 
their wider landscape and is internationally renowned for the 
development of cutting edge archaeological prospection and digital 
documentation methods. It is specialised in Landscape Archaeology, 
archaeological Remote Sensing and digital documentation of monuments 
and archaeological excavations. 
Michael Doneus and Martin Fera have been collaborating in numerous 
international projects focussing on the application of these methods also 
on Iron Age sites and landscapes and are both involved in teaching the 
knowledge in the context of the university's education programmes.

PP 3 (SI)
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, 
Department of Archaeology (Uni Ljubljana)

Kontakt: matija.cresnar@gmail.com

http://arheologija.ff.uni-lj.si/

The University of Ljubljana is the oldest and largest higher education 
and scientific research institution in Slovenia, with the Faculty of Arts 
as one of its most important members. Its Department of Archaeology 
brings into the project broad knowledge and highly trained personnel 
with experience in various fields of archaeological research. That 
involves modern remote sensing techniques, field prospections, 
geophysics and archaeological excavations as well as promotion of 
archaeological heritage, which will be transformed to a carrier of inter-
regional, regional and local tourism.
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PP 4 (SI) 
Institute for the Protection of Cultural 
Heritage of Slovenia, Centre for Preventive 
Archaeology (IPCHS)

Kontakt: barbara.nadbath@zvkds.si

http://www.zvkds.si/sl

The Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia is a 
state-founded interdisciplinary research institute legally concerned with 
the protection, preservation, management and promotion of cultural 
heritage within all the domains, including architecture, landscape, 
history, art history, ethnology and archaeology.
Within the Iron-Age-Danube Project, the IPCHS team will be actively 
involved in the research activities of the prehistoric landscapes in 
Štajerska and Dolenjska regions in Slovenia, focussing mainly on 
landscape analysis through remote sensing, as well as actively cooperate 
in activities in other areas abroad. Further, it will be enrolled in 
dissemination of results and have a crucial position in the development 
of common strategies for research, presentation, promotion and 
sustainable tourism of the cultural heritage in the region.

PP 5 (SI)
University of Maribor, Faculty for 
Agriculture and Life Sciences (Uni Maribor)

Kontakt: andrej.susek@um.si

http://www.fkbv.um.si/en/ 

The University of Maribor, established in 1975, is the second biggest and 
the second oldest university in Slovenia with ca. 18 000 students, and 17 
faculties offering undergraduate and postgraduate study programmes. 
The main activities of the Faculty of Agriculture and Life Sciences are 
directly connected with the goals of the Iron-Age-Danube project, which 
enables the Faculty to participate actively in the project. Important areas 
of research of the Institution are the preservation and maintenance of 
collections of field crops and seed bank and research of the human 
impact on landscape structural change. The knowledge and research 
methods for understanding natural environment in prehistory will bring 
added value to the project. By the contribution of the partner the 
complex relationship between the natural and cultural heritage can be 
researched and presented to a wide public. 
The Faculty also manages the Botanical Garden in Hoče, where a part of 
the tumulus cemetery of Poštela is preserved and integrated into 
presentations for visitors.

PP 6 (CRO) 
Institute of Archaeology (IARH)

Kontakt: sasa.zgb@gmail.com

http://www.iarh.hr/en/home/

The Institute of Archaeology is a public scientific-research institution 
associated with the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the 
Republic of Croatia. At the Institute there are 22 employed scientists, 27 
employees in total. The Institute of Archaeology is the central scientific 
institution for the study of archaeological heritage of the Republic of 
Croatia, carrying out scientific research programmes, contractual 
scientific projects, programmes pertaining to teaching, publishing and the 
popularisation of science, as well as dissemination of knowledge on the 
subject of archaeology. 
One of the most important aims of the Institute is the integration of 
Croatian archaeological heritage into the European context and the 
presentation of Croatian archaeological heritage as a first-class 
sustainable economic resource. Dr. sc. Saša Kovačević is a Senior 
research associate and currently Head of the scientific department of the 
Institute of Archaeology in Zagreb. 
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PP 7 (CRO) 
Archaeological Museum in Zagreb (AMZ)

Kontakt: jbalen@amz.hr

http://www.amz.hr/home.aspx

The Archaeological Museum in Zagreb is the leading archaeological 
museum institution in Croatia. The museum collections, today consisting 
of more than 450,000 varied artifacts and monuments, have been 
gathered over the years from many different sources. As early as the 
1880s, the museum began systematic archaeological excavations in 
various Croatian regions, acquiring valuable data for scientific studies of
everyday life of communities dating from the prehistoric age to the 
mediaeval period. 
The museum is curating artifacts from one of the most prominent Iron 
Age sites in Croatia: Kaptol in Požega valley. Among others, finds from 
the famous princley burials, originating form the excavations campaings 
undertaken during the 60’s and 70’s years of the last century, are a part 
of permanent display of museum’s prehistoric collection. Furthermore, 
the museum is very avid in organizing activities that promote and 
popularize archaeology, thus bringing it closer to the interested public of 
all ages.

PP 8 (HU) 
Matrica Museum and 
Archaeological Park (MM)

Kontakt: antropologus@yahoo.com

http://www.matricamuzeum.hu/en

The “Matrica” Museum at Százhalombatta is a young museum presenting 
regional history. It was established in 1987 by the local municipality. The 
Archaeological Park was founded on part of the famous Iron Age barrow 
cemetery, from which the town received its name. Százhalom means 
hundred barrows. At the Archaeological Park we are aiming to 
authentically reconstruct the environment, the buildings and the 
everyday life of the Prehistoric communities that once lived here. Visitors 
can enter an in situ rebuilt Iron Age burial mound. Director of the museum 
is Dr. Magdolna Vicze.

PP 9 (HU)
Eötvös Loránd University, Faculty of 
Humanities, Institute of Archaeological 
Sciences (ELTEFHIAS)

Kontakt: czajlik.zlotan@btk.elte.hu

http://www.btk.elte.hu/en/

Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE), the longest continuously serving 
university of Hungary, was founded in 1635 in the city of Nagyszombat 
(today Trnava, Slovakia) by Cardinal Péter Pázmány, Archbishop of 
Esztergom. The mission of ELTE is to preserve and enrich national and 
universal culture, to cultivate science and to pass on academic 
knowledge, as well as to shape and satisfy the real, long-term needs of 
Hungarian society and of mankind. 
The Department of Archaeometry and Archaeological Methodology was 
established in 2003 under the leadership of Dr. László Bartosiewicz. The 
main emphasis of the research fields at the department are 
archaeozoology, archaeological GIS, aerial photography and 
geoarchaeology. In 1999, the MTA-ELTE Research Group for 
Interdisciplinary Archaeology was founded with the task of coordination 
of the laboratories, interdisciplinary research programmes (physical 
dating, archaeozoology, computer aided typology, geophysical surveys, 
aerial archaeology) and auxiliary units (photo lab, restorers’ workshop) 
operating with the Institute of Archaeological Sciences at the Eötvös 
Loránd University. 
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PP 10 (HU)
Archaeolingua Foundation 
(ARCHAEOLINGUA)

Kontakt: jerem@archaeolingua.hu

http://www.archaeolingua.hu/about.html

Archaeolingua Foundation, a Budapest-based international publisher of 
scholarly books for 25 years now, is committed to the promotion of 
interdisciplinary research and the dissemination of knowledge in 
archaeology, historical linguistics and cultural heritage, with a special 
focus on new digital technologies and landscape archaeology. Also 
involved in academic activities as well as education and skills 
development, Archaeolingua organizes conferences and master courses, 
and publishes the bilingual online magazine entitled Hungarian 
Archaeology, which is targeted at the international community of 
researchers as well as the wider audience.

Assoziierte Partner / Associate Partners

ASP 1 (AT)
Federal Monuments Agency (BDA)

Kontakt: eva.steigberger@bda.at

http://www.bda.at/

The Department of Archaeology of the Federal Monuments Office (BDA) is 
responsible for Austria’s archaeological heritage. The archaeological 
Denkmalpflege (Preservation of monuments) dedicates itself without 
distinguishing to finds of all epochs from the Palaeolithic as well as 
those from the NS-period.
Every federal state has its own archaeologist as a contact person; these 
inform about topics regarding the archaeological culture heritage 
preservation, receive fund news, process applications, etc. The Federal 
Monuments Office itself doesn’t carry out excavations, but funds some of 
them. The staff takes care, that certain directives or the Monument 
Protection Act are followed during the excavations and archaeological 
measures.
The Department of Archaeology organizes different conferences and 
workshops concerning topics like the archaeological culture heritage 
preservation. It advises and supports the presentation and mediation of 
archaeological finds and monuments.

ASP 2 (SI) 
Regional Museum Maribor (PoMuM)

Kontakt: vesna.koprivnik@maribor.si

http://www.museum-
mb.si/about_the_museum/1/85

The Regional Museum Maribor is a public museum, which is involved in 
the collection, preservation, examination, exhibition and popularization 
of cultural heritage of the North Eastern part of Slovenia. The museum 
was founded in the year 1903. More than 100.000 objects that originate 
from the late Stone Age onwards, are collected in archaeological, 
ethnological and culture-historical collections. In the year 2012 Maribor 
was the EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE. In this scope the Regional 
museum Maribor created the popular and award-winning project 
MUSEOEUROPE.
To the Iron-Age-Danube project it is bringing expertise in the field of 
interpretation, the promotion and presentation of cultural heritage, 
especially archaeological heritage, which is prominently displayed in the 
museum. 
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ASP 3 (SI) 
Dolenjski muzej Novo mesto 
(DM Novo mesto)

Kontakt: borut.kriz@dolenjskimuzej.si

http://www.dolenjskimuzej.si/en/

The Museum of Dolenjska is a public museum involved in the collection, 
preservation, examination, exhibition and popularization of movable 
cultural heritage in the fields of archaeology, ethnology and the wider 
cultural history throughout the region of Dolenjska. One of the most 
important parts is the prehistoric collection with highlights from the 
Early Iron Age found at important sites in the region (Cvinger near 
Dolenjske Toplice, Novo mesto, Vinji Vrh, Mokronog etc.). They are 
providing important data for the interpretation and presentation of past 
ways of living, burial customs and some other aspects of prehistoric 
population.
In recent years (since 2011), the museum has prepared five international 
exhibitions in cooperation with the Glasmuseum in Bärnbach, Austria, 
with the aim of presenting numerous items of prehistoric, especially Iron 
Age, glass jewellery from several sites in the Dolenjska region. In the 
permanent archaeological exhibition, special attention is paid to the 
"situla" art.

ASP 4 (SI) 
Slovenian Tourist Board (STO)

Kontakt: maja.pak@slovenia.info

http://www.slovenia.info

The Slovenian Tourist Board (STB) is the national umbrella tourist board, 
whose purpose is to plan and carry out the promotion of the country as a 
tourist destination, primarily in foreign markets. 
STB is the national tourist board and the only such institution in 
Slovenia. The organization has been leading many EU projects with the 
aim of ensuring sustainable tourism and to increase awareness of 
Slovenia at the international level (for example European Destinations of 
Excellence–COSME and Grant Programmes and the Cross Border 
Cooperation Programme Italy–Slovenia 2007-2013). In the Iron-Age-
Danube project the project partner brings experience in the integration of 
cultural heritage in tourism at strategic and practical levels.

ASP 5 (CRO)
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of 
Croatia, Directorate for the Protection of 
Cultural Heritage (MinCultCro)

Kontakt: zoran.wiewegh@min-kulture.hr

http://www.min-kulture.hr/

The Directorate for the Protection of Cultural Heritage proposes and 
implements laws and policies in the field of cultural heritage. It also 
announces calls for submission for candidates, applying for financial 
support for research activities, the conservation and restoration of 
monuments from the budget, and also defines cultural heritage 
protection requirements and supervises all actions on cultural heritage.
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ASP 6 (CRO) 
Center for Prehistoric Research (CPR)

Kontakt: cpi.cpr@gmail.com

http://www.cip-cpr.org/en-index.html

For almost ten years the Centre for Prehistoric Research has been a major 
research institution in the area targeted the Iron Age Danube project. The 
majority of the research has been concentrated on large and complex Iron 
Age sites such as Kaptol, Kagovac and Tulnik in the Požega Valley, and 
Kravljak just outside it. 
Through the use of modern interdisciplinary methods of landscape 
reserarch (such as areal imagery reconnaissance, LiDAR scanning and 3D 
terrain modeling), geophysical surveys (magnetometry, georadar, 
electrical tomography, CMD), as well as through conducting new and 
revisional archaeological excavations (many/some) new Iron Age 
archaeological features have been discovered in the valley area. Our 
project will be focussed on advancing the research strategy concerning 
the cultural landscpe of Požega valley, establishing a firm connection the 
local community/municipal/regional institutions, popularizing and 
informing/educating the community about their cultural heritage and 
acting as a stepping stone for further development.

ASP 7 (CRO) 
Varaždin County Tourist Board (VCTB)

Kontakt: info@turizam-vzz.hr

www.turizam-vzz.hr
Varaždin County Tourist Board has a fundamental role to encourage, 
preserve, improve and promote existing tourism resources of Varaždin 
County. The most important basis for us, as a county tourist board, is 
cooperation and coordination with legal and individual persons for the 
development of tourism strategy, as well the promotion and development 
of tourism in less developed areas. The role of the Varaždin County 
Tourist Board is making plans and programmes for promotion of Varaždin 
County tourism products and to promote them in the country and abroad. 
Our main task is to provide detailed information for every tourist, and to 
ensure a memorable vacation and entertainment within our county.

ASP 8 (HU) 
Hungarian National Museum (HNM)

Kontakt: czifra_sz@yahoo.com

www.mnm.hu

The Hungarian National Museum was founded in 1802 by donation of rich 
collections of Count Ferencz Széchényi. Along with the expansion of the 
Museum’s holdings, the construction of a worthy home for the institution 
likewise became a national cause. Construction of the new building 
began in 1837 and ended in ten years later. Developing dynamically, the 
collections soon outgrew the walls of the building. Moreover, trends in 
international museology, too, pointed in the direction of specialisation 
and the setting up of specialist museums. Accordingly, the Museum’s 
collections were revisited and some parts were relocated to separate 
museums.
The Hungarian National Museum has a broad experience in exhibiting, 
promoting and managing archaeological heritage from the Carpathian 
Basin. Moreover, the Museum has and exhibits Early Iron Age artefacts 
from all the targeted Hungarian sites (Sopron, Százhalombatta and 
Süttő) in the Iron-Age-Danube programm area. The project offers a good 
opportunity to fit so far largely unpublished scientific results of 
Museum’s small scale excavations at Százhalombatta and Süttő.
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ASP 9 (SK)
Constantine the Philosopher University in 
Nitra (UKF)

Kontakt: promsauer@ukf.sk

http://www.karch.ff.ukf.sk/

Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra has, in its 55 years of 
existence, developed into a University with five Faculties. The Faculty of 
Arts and its Department of Archaeology have a long tradition in research 
into Early Iron Age settlements and graveyards in south-western 
Slovakia. Its employees have participated in several excavations and the 
elaboration of sites dated to this period and were also involved in their
presentation (such as a museum's exhibition of hillfort Smolenice-Molpír 
or in the development of educational trails in Smolenice, Nitra-Zobor, 
Kostoľany- Veľký Lysec etc.). 
The Eastern-Hallstatt-circle is only partly present in today's Slovakia, so 
the connection with the partner from Slovakia was established through 
the involvement in the research of the border regions to Hungary. The 
University of Nitra became part of the project based on the gathered 
knowledge of the site of Süttő and its surroundings, which 
geographically belongs to the north-western part of Transdanubia.

Kontakt
Mag. Angelika SCHWEIGER
Project Assistent Iron-Age-Danube

Universalmuseum Joanneum
Archäologie & Münzkabinett
Schloss Eggenberg
Eggenberger Allee 90, 8020 Graz, Austria

angelika.schweiger@museum-joanneum.at
Telefon: +43-699/ 1339 4521
Fax: +43-316/58 32 64-9518


