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museum multimedia 
Audiovisionary Traditions  
in Current Contexts 
 
Multimedial Collections, Joanneum Quarter Graz, 8010 Graz 
Duration: Dec 9, 2011 – Dec 10, 2011 
Attendance fee: 40 € 
Information and registration: +43-316/8017-9460, mms@museum-joanneum.at 
International symposium in cooperation with the Austrian Media Archives 
 
Cooperation with the Austrian Media Archives (= Annual Meeting 2011 of the Austrian Media 
Archives and the Opening Conference of the Multimedia Collections of the Universalmuseum 
Joanneum) 
 
Historical surveys, documentaries or artistic controversies: technically produced pictures and 
sounds have long – and increasingly so – shaped cultural traditions and our individual perception 
of the world. As a reaction to this, museums in many places have also set up comprehensive 
audiovisual collections which are pursued to the present day. Despite being embedded in 
institutions, museums of audiovisual objects differ from other museum collections: photographs, 
films or audio-documents led for a long time a shadowy existence as work devices or 
documentary add-ons, and this has marked their status ever since.  
 
Countering this tendency, the symposium organised by the Multimedia Collections at the 
Universalmuseum Joanneum Graz tackles in a critical and constructive way the audiovisual 
collections in museums, and on various levels – that of restoration, archives and politics. The 
attempt is made to create a discourse around, and to emphasise, the wide-ranging functions of 
developed multimedial collections and their many-layered significance in temporal and cultural-
historical terms. Extrapolating from this, the conference offers a project-related, international 
survey, as well as insight into the archival (analogue and digital) future of audiovisual 
collections in the context of museums.  
 
The symposium is at the same time the Annual Meeting of the Austrian Medial Archives.  
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Programme 
Friday, December 9, 2011 
 
09.30  Welcome 
 
Opening address 
10.00 – 10.45 Knut Ebeling (Weißensee Art Academy, Berlin) 
  The study of archiving 
 
Panel 1 | Steinlechner | Collecting policies: Regional, national, global – does it matter? 
11.00 – 11.30 Elke Murlasits (Universalmuseum Joanneum, Graz) 

Multimedia Collections in the Universalmuseum 
 
11.30 – 12.00 Monika Faber (Photographic Institute Bonartes, Vienna) 

“Historical photography collections in new contexts” 
 
12.00 – 12.30 Michael Vielhaber (Austrian Broadcasting Corporation, Vienna) 

You’re entangled, 30.000. First steps towards a united audiovisual Europe 
 
12.30  Discussion 
 
 

--Lunch Break-- 
 
 
Panel 2 | Ballhausen | Object, document or artwork after all? 
 
14.00 – 14.30 Nadja Wallaszkovits (Phonogramme Archives, ÖAW, Vienna) 

From information carrier to artwork – a glimpse over the edge of the (tape-)plate  
 
14.30 – 15.00 Wolfgang Hesse (Institute for Saxon History and Folklore, Dresden) 

Between Document and Invention. Workers’ photography as proletarian folk art 
 
15.00 – 15.30 Adelheid Heftberger (Austrian Film Museum, Wien) 

Exhibition hierarchies? – Amateur films on online portals, between research and nostalgic 
images 

 
15.30  discussion 
 
Evening programme 
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SATURDAY, December 10, 2011 
 

Panel 3 | Murlasits| The “Original”: Digital reproducibility vs. significance of the unique copy? 
 
10.00 – 10.30 Werner Schweibenz (University of Constance) 

“The museum object in the age of its digital representability”  
 
10.30 – 11.00 Gunther Reisinger (Universalmuseum Joanneum, Graz) 

“Synchronous archives. The digital source in the context of museum collections”  
 
 

--Coffee Break-- 
 
 
11.15 – 11.45 Markus Wessolowski (Austrian Film Museum, Vienna) 

“Capturing the invisible. Ethnic principles in the restoration of films” 
 
11.45 – 12.15 Gabriele Fröschl / Rainer Hubert (Mediathek Austria of the Technical Museum, Vienna) 

“The aura of the audiovisual. On ‘taking the reflection’ and its consequences” 
 
12.15 – 12.45 discussion 

 
 

--Lunch Break-- 
 
 
Panel 4 | Reisinger | Long-term archiving between maintenance of assets and digitilisation 
 
14.00 – 14.30 Andreas Gruber (Universalmuseum Joanneum, Graz) 

“The essentials of long-term archiving of analogue photographs and negatives, and their 
realisation in the Multimedial Collections of the Universalmuseum Joanneum” 
 

14.30 – 15.00 Andreas Weisser / Ute Kannengiesser (Essl Museum, Klosterneuburg) 
“Digitalisation and long-term archiving of video artworks in the Essl Museum” 

 
 

--Coffee Break-- 
 
 
15.15 – 15.45 Christian Keitel (Provincial Archives Baden-Württemberg, Stuttgart) 

“Digital long-term archiving of audiovisual objects” 
 
15.45 – 16.15 Mario Röhrle (Academy of Fine Arts Stuttgart) 

“Paradigms of digital archives”  
 
16.15  discussion 


