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The Picture and Sound Archive was founded in 1960 following the official State of Styria 
activities marking the “Archduke Johann Anniversary” the previous year. Known initially as the 
Styrian State Office for Picture and Sound Documentation, it was shortly afterwards 
incorporated into the Landesmuseum Joanneum as a separate department. An “audiovisual 
collection” of photographs, sound and film documents relevant for the history of Styria was to 
be built up, and gathered throughout Styria, but also created by means of “in-house 
documentation”, and edited for scientific, publication and educational purposes, and made 
available to the public.  
 
Renaming the archive the Multimedia Collections as part of the name-change of the museum 
itself to “Joanneum” in autumn 2009 was conceived to stress the great variety, the priceless 
historical value and the strong link to the present that the collection objects possess. As part of 
the Universalmuseum Joanneum, it is one of the main tasks of the Multimedia Collections to 
maintain, examine and impart to others its objects. In particular audiovisual objects such as old 
photographs lose their colour or their substance and disintegrate – thus preserving these often 
unique glimpses of the past is an especially urgent task.  
 
Another task, that of making public access to the collections more professional and enhancing 
it, was made possible in two ways with the move to the Joanneum Quarter in November 2011. 
Firstly, an exhibition was created directly in the Visitors’ Centre, with free admission for all, and 
at which photos, films and audio recordings covering a range of themes are shown.  
 
As a second option on offer, visitors to the Joanneum Quarter can access the Multimedia 
Collection items either using on-site terminals, or at home via an online database, and to carry 
out research. In the same way, photographs can be ordered again from 24th November 2011 
onwards. The Webshop may be obtained on the internet at www.webshop-
multimedialesammlungen.at.  


