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One Land of Images presents the Multimedia Collections (MMC) as a new kind of institution 
evolved from Austria’s most comprehensive audiovisual collections. They contain over 2.5 

million photos, films and sound recordings. The MMC originated as the Styrian State Office for 

Picture and Sound Documents, founded in 1960. In 1971, this became the Picture and Sound 

Archives, and in 2009 was renamed the Multimedia Collections. From 26th November 2011, the 

MMC will be based in the Joanneum Quarter. 

 

The exhibition presents all categories of item archived, and considers aspects of time, culture 

and regional history that bring out the interest of these audio-visual items. The public has also 

already been involved in the presentation of Styrian history, in the run-up to the exhibition. 

 

The 20th century was a century of images. To a large extent, mass-media icons define our 

history, country and culture – and therewith also our view of ourselves – whether in textbooks, 

newspapers or the Internet. Particularly in times of powerful photo agencies and Web 2.0, 

museums have a major responsibility to produce pictures that are neither clichés nor or merely 

pleasant. As a key institution of visual memory, it was originally our stipulated duty to “produce 

a comprehensive picture of the natural, historical and cultural developments of Styria and its 

inhabitants”. As a result, today we can present a wide range of pictures of Styria, some ultra-

official, others personal in origin. The recognition value of many pictures makes it possible to 

recognize details and make comparisons. Is there such a thing as an “image” of Styria? What 

images conflict with the ones we have of ourselves? Who produced or produces these pictures, 

and to what end? How did the technical capabilities of the time define what was visible and 

portrayable? 

 

One Land of Images presents a multimedia history of Styria, its people and institutions, reviving 
memories of historical events, and reflecting views of nature and architecture. As part of the 

opening ceremonies, a boxed DVD set will be available that was produced in co-operation with 

Filmarchiv Austria as part of the “Austria in Historical Film Documents” project, and contains 

hitherto unpublished photos dating from 1914 to the 1990s. 

 


