
Universalmuseum 
Joanneum 
Press office 

Universalmuseum Joanneum presse@museum-joanneum.at    
Mariahilferstraße 4, 8020 Graz, Austria Telephone +43-316/8017-9211 
www.museum-joanneum.at 

Hans Hollein 
 

Neue Galerie Graz, Joanneumsviertel, 8010 Graz 

Duration: 27.11.2011–09.04.2012 
Opening: 26.11.2011 
Curator: Peter Weibel 
Information: +43-316/8017-9322 
 

An artist was sought for the opening exhibition who would both reflect the concept of a 

universal museum and its Enlightenment background, and on the other hand be associated with 

the history of the Neue Galerie in Graz. Hans Hollein fitted the bill exactly. As an artist, designer 

and architect, he is a universal artist. He exhibited in Graz in 1969 and 1970, and in 1972 his 

work was selected by the head of the Neue Galerie at the time, Wilfried Skreiner, for exhibition in 

the Austrian pavilion at the Venice Biennale.  

 

In the meantime, Hollein has become a global figure as an architect. He is the only Austrian 

winner of the Pritzker Prize (1985), and president of the architecture biennale in Venice. 

However, in Austria, it is a long time since he has had an exhibition. His work as an artist in the 

1960s and 1970s, which reaped him exhibitions in for example New York (MoMA) and Paris 

(Centre Pompidou) has, like his great work as a designer and exhibition designer in the 1970s 

and 1980s, somewhat passed from public view, even though he worked with important artists 

such as Christo, Oldenburg, and Beuys. There has never been a retrospective of Hans Hollein as 

an artist. The present exhibition will be the first to present the many facets of Hollein’s work as 

an artist, designer and architect to the public on this scale, and will be accompanied by a 

comprehensive publication.  

 

With the help of sponsors, it will also be possible to turn the photo collage of a railway wagon 

as a huge building into reality, in accordance with the motto of the Modernism: Suicide of Art? 
Representation Becomes Reality exhibition. This huge sculpture will be erected in the outdoor 
area of the Joanneum Quarter. 

 


