
 
 

 
 

Lendkai 1 

A – 8020 Graz, Steiermark 

Tel.: +43 316 8017 9213 

Fax: +43 316 8017 9212 

E-mail: presse@museum-joanneum.at 
www.museum-joanneum.at 

 

Rembrandt. Etchings   
 
The 400th birthday of the great Netherlands master will be celebrated in 2006. To mark this 
occasion the Kupferstichkabinett of the Alte Galerie at the Landesmuseum Joanneum is to put 100 
prints from its own collection on show.   
 
Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669) is presented here exclusively in his role as a virtuoso of the 
etching. No other artist before him had been so intensively concerned with the etching in all its 
aspects, in particular with the so-called drypoint (intaglio) and he developed both techniques to 
perfection. His printed graphic works are not simply sketches, studies or reproductions, but a 
pictorial art form characterised by an extraordinary expressive power and artistic spirit. Rembrandt’s 
development in his etchings is closely linked to his work as a painter . The etching is the appropriate 
printed means of graphic expression for the artist. To him the copper plate of an etching was like a 
sheet of paper on which he produced his drawing. With the unconstrained yet thickly set lines on 
the one hand and with spontaneously drawn contours on the other he achieved effects that could be 
equated with those of painting.  
 
All the important subjects dealt with in Rembrandt’s oeuvre are represented in the Alte Galerie 
collection: portraits, among them an extraordinarily large number of self-portraits, landscapes and 
historical subjects, in particular narrative illustrations from the Old and New Testament. The Alte 
Galerie also includes such celebrated works as the so-called “Hundred Guilders Print” or the “Great 
Re-awakening of Lazarus”. Most of the work originates from the important collection of etchings 
assembled by the Viennese lawyer Josef Ritter von Heintl (1807 – 1871), who left them as a 
bequest to the Alte Galerie in 1871. By means of stamps on the rear of some of the prints it is 
possible to trace the provenance of a few prints back through the 18th century. The watermarks of 
the various papers used have been photographed in a special research project in cooperation with 
the Restoration and Conservation Department of the Vienna Academy of Graphic Arts. This will 
make it possible to establish the origin of the paper and the date when it was produced, thus also 
making it possible to sort out reprints and forgeries. 
 
 
Opening:   September 14th, 2006, 7 p.m. 
    Alte Galerie at the Landesmuseum Joanneum  
    Eggenberger Allee 90, A-8020 Graz 
 
Curator:    Karin Leitner-Ruhe 
 
Running period:   15.09.-31.10.2006, Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Thu 10:00-20:00 
    01.11.-12.11.2006, Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00 
 
Alte Galerie information:  0043/316/8017-9770 
Press information:  0043/316/8017-9213 and ext 9211 


