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A production with ORF musikprotokoll in cooperation with steirischer herbst 
 
Together with ORF musikprotokoll the Kunsthaus Graz presents within the context of steirischer 
herbst the Austrian premiere of The Enclave, a major six-channel video installation by Richard 
Mosse which represented Ireland at the Venice Biennale, 2013, and won the Deutsche Boerse 
Photography Prize, 2014. The Enclave is the culmination of Mosse’s work in eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  
 
Mosse used a recently discontinued military film technology which was originally designed in 
WWII to reveal camouflaged installations hidden in the landscape. This film registers an invisible 
spectrum of infrared light, rendering the green landscape in vivid hues of lavender, crimson, and 
hot pink. On the threshold of the medium’s extinction, Mosse employed this film to document an 
ongoing conflict situation in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. This humanitarian disaster – 
in which 5.4 million have died since 1998 – is largely overlooked by the mass media. Frequent 
massacres, human rights violations, and widespread sexual violence remain unaccounted for.  
 
The Enclave comprises six monumental double-sided screens installed in a large darkened 
chamber creating a physically immersive experience. This disorienting and kaleidoscopic 
installation is intended to formally parallel eastern Congo’s multifaceted conflict, confounding 
expectations and forcing the viewer to interact spatially from an array of differing viewpoints. Its 
haunting, visceral soundscape is layered by twelve-point surround sound, composed by Ben 
Frost from recordings gathered in North and South Kivu. The piece took over a year to produce. It 
is a looping, non-linear narrative which documents civilians fleeing massacre, Mai Mai militia 
preparing for battle, as well as M23 rebels moving on, fighting for, and finally taking the city of 
Goma. This humanitarian disaster unfolds in a landscape of extraordinary beauty, on the shores 
of Lake Kivu. In a kind of advocacy of seeing, Mosse attempts to cast this forgotten tragedy in a 
new spectrum of light.  
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Biography 
 
Mosse was born in 1980 in Ireland. His practice resides at the intersection between documentary 
photography and contemporary art. His recent work is influenced by the Romantics, Surrealism, 
psychedelia, punk, and modern military reconnaissance technologies. He earned an MFA in 
Photography from Yale School of Art in 2008. Mosse represented Ireland at the 55th Venice 
Biennale with The Enclave, which won the Deutsche Boerse Photography Prize. Pulitzer Center 
on Crisis Reporting co-published his first monograph, Infra. His second monograph, The Enclave, 
was published by Aperture Foundation. Mosse is a recipient of Yale’s Poynter Fellowship in 
Journalism (2014), the BEN Award at the Frankfurt Biennale (2013), an ECAS Commission (2013), 
the Guggenheim Fellowship (2011), and a Leonore Annenberg Fellowship (2008-2010). Foreign 
Policy Magazine listed Mosse as a Leading Global Thinker of 2013. 
 
Work information 
 
The Enclave 
Direction and production: Richard Mosse (IR) 
Cut: Trevor Tweeten (US) 
Sound design: Ben Frost (AU) 
Duration: 39:25 min 
Technique: 6-Channel video installation, 16 mm video installation, 16 mm infrared film 
transferred to HD video, 6-Channel audio 
Year: 2012-2013 
 


