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Cittadellarte. Sharing Transformation 
Biographies 
 
 
Claudia Bosse 
 
Structures of Circumstances, 2012 
 
Claudia Bosse is an artist, director, choreographer and artistic director of the Viennese company 
theatercombinat, which she co-founded after her directing studies at Berlin’s Hochschule für 
Schauspielkunst “Ernst Busch”. For several years she’s been sold on teaching as methodical self 
training, as well as the grammar and temporality of an installation. She works on hybrid theatre 
concepts and tragedy as the democracy emerging form of theatre, she develops urban 
interventions and is interested in artistic research, as well as working in different collaborative 
contexts. She is particularly interested in how artistic methods can visualize social and political 
structures. Next to theatre, performance and installation works, she has, since 2011, run the 
interview project Some Democratic Fictions, for which she has continuously collected material in 
New York, Cairo, Alexandria, Tunis, Frankfurt, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Zagreb and Beirut (partly 
together with Günther Auer).  
 
Leopold Calice 
 
Taste Graz, 2012 
THE BEHOLDING EYE. 4 versions of the same scene, 2012 
2012 Desert Residency in the Californian desert with the art based research project Eden’s Edge 
2012 Betonküche, pop-up kitchen in several abandoned alley bars in Vienna 
2011 Diploma at the Universtity of Applied Arts Vienna, landscape design class (Mario Terzic) 
2010 Stranded Jelly Jar Fish, Baba Vasa’s Cellar, Shabla, Bulgaria, a one night exhibition 
2010 Das Fest, on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the landscape design class 
2009 Grow your own wasteland, installation at Kalthaus Wien 
2009 Die Brache am Teller, preview dinner at the Botanical Garden Vienna 
2008 Avantgardeners, preview dinner at the botanical garden Vienna 
 
Working as professional chef since 2001 
born 
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Chimurenga 
 
The Chronic, 2012 
 
Chimurenga, founded by Ntone Edjabe, is a pan African publication of writing, art and politics in 
print since March 2002. The journal is not only published three times a year, but also available 
online and through themed performances called Chimurenga Sessions. 
Other Chimurenga projects include the Chimurenga Chronic – a one-time edition of Chimurenga 
in the form of a speculative newspaper; Chimurenga Library – an online archive of pan African, 
independent periodicals; Pan African Space Station (PASS) – a cyber-spatial exploration 
of pan-African sounds from ancient techno to future roots; African Cities Reader – a biennial 
publication of urban life, Africa-style; and Pilgrimages – 14 African writers visit 14 African cities 
to explore the complexities of our disparate urban landscapes. A flowering of organic schools of 
thought grown in backyard gardens, tilled and fertilised by the fundamentals of humanity 
preached and sometimes practiced. Fela says, simply: ‘Who no know go know.’ 
 
www.chimurenga.co.za 
www.chimurengalibrary.co.za 
www.africancitiesreader.org.za 
www.panafricanspacestation.org.za 
www.pilgrimages.org.za 
www.chimurenganewsroom.org.za 
 
Cittadellarte 
 
Partner, together with Michelangelo Pistoletto, of the projects of: Love Difference, Evento, 
Visible  
 
Cittadellarte is a new form of artistic and cultural institution that places art in direct interaction 
with the various sectors of society. An organism aimed at producing civilization, activating a 
responsible social transformation necessary and urgent a local and global level. Cittadellarte is 
an open community where individual and collective energies get activated towards the 
achievement of a common good in the different areas that constitute the social structure: from 
sustainable architecture and town planning to sustainable fashion, from industrial design and 
production to the development of craftsmanship, from international political relations to 
communication, nourishment and spirituality. Cittadellarte is a non-profit organization of social 
utility, recognized by and under the patronage of the Region of Piedmont in 1998. Its 
headquarters are in Biella, in a 19th Century former wool mill, itself a piece of industrial 
archeology and protected by the Ministry of Cultural Assets. 
 
www.cittadellarte.it 
http://www.facebook.com/cittadellarte 
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constructLab 
 
KunstStadt, 2012 
 
constructLab is a collaborative construction practice working on both ephemeral and permanent 
projects. Unlike the conventional architectural process in which the architect designs and builder 
builds, constructLab projects unite conception and construction. The designer builds and 
continues designing on site. The construction site is no longer an uncertain place where design 
contends with reality, but the very context in which the project can be enriched by unexpected 
opportunities that occur on site. The designers-builders bring the site to life through their 
permanent presence, generating new dynamics between people and allowing them to integrate 
other participants. This synergy results in a collective work and gives the building site a sense of 
place. The idea behind constructLab’s practice is also to rediscover a constructive intelligence in 
materials themselves, to design at the same time as we handle the material. The foreground is 
low-tech and simplicity; it is not about technical prowess but rather finding a common sense 
approach and hence building techniques that can be used by everyone. constructLab is more 
about the building approach than the method. constructLab’s work integrates environmental 
awareness from conception to realisation. Projects are made with recycled materials or for 
temporary projects designed and built with future re-use of raw materials in mind. Throughout 
its projects, constructLab binds creative and practical, thinking and making, and sets the project 
within a social, environmental and temporal context. 
constructLab was initiated 1998 by Alexander Römer; since 2005 it has been a permanent 
element within projects of the French collective Exyzt and works in various project 
collaborations with different collectives such as Raumlabor-Berlin, Esterni Milano, Zoom 
Grenoble Re-biennale Venice, to mention a few. 
 
www.constructlab.net 
 
El Puente_lab [laboratory of cultural activation] 
 
Carrito Cultural – Dispositivo de Activación Cultural, July–September 2012, Medellín (CO)/Graz 
(AT), 2012 
 
El Puente_lab is a platform for artistic and cultural production active in Medellín, Colombia, 
which aims to develop cultural projects on a local level, building communicative bridges with 
artists and experts through a strategy of international cooperation. 
El Puente_lab projects meet the specific needs of the social context in which they are carried 
out, using artistic creativity to activate cultural projects that initiate, facilitate and/ or 
accompany education, communication and urban and social transformation. El Puente_lab was 
formed by Juan Esteban Sandoval, Daniel Urrea Peña and Alejandro Vásquez Salinas. 
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Evento 
 
The ‘Chantier’ of Shared Knowledge, 2012 
 
Curated by Luigi Coppola and Éric Troussicot with the contribution of: Michelangelo Pistoletto, 
artistic director of Evento 2011 with Cittadellarte 
 
Stealth. Unlimited, for the exhibition project Once upon a future with the collaboration of arc en 
rêve; Jeanne Van Heeswijk, for Le grand déballage de la vie associative with the collective La 
Halle des Douves; Ooze architects + Marjetica Potrc + Bureau d’études, for Théâtre évolutif, 
Place André Meunier; EXYZT, for Palace, Marché des Capucins; Opera Pagaï, for Aquavillage; 
Educational Departement of Castello Di Rivoli, for Ville en Commun & all the actors and 
associations who participated in the project Central Parc and the Chantier Mobile. 
 
For the second edition of Evento, the urban art biennale of the city of Bordeaux (France), 
Michelangelo Pistoletto and Cittadellarte were chosen to lead the artistic direction. A ‘carte 
blanche’ was thus given by the City to conceive a ten day program of events in and with 
Bordeaux. Pistoletto picked four curators Luigi Coppola, Gabi Farage, Eric Troussicot and Judith 
Wielander to work with and make the 2011 edition of Evento ‘art for an urban re-evolution’ with 
the idea of turning Bordeaux into a huge experimental platform, and to involve every field in 
helping to transform both city and society, the aim being to produce an original and universal 
model, a new representation of how we can live together. Every manner of artistic expression 
was invited to explore new prospects in the economic, political, social and ecological fields, in  
order to produce, with and within the city, an alternative model of co-existence, a new link 
between cultures, to be weaved through art; “an urban re-evolution” for tomorrow’s cities. 
The artistic direction thus attempted to create a powerful link between inhabitants and visitors 
through the production of ideas and creative projects, thereby illustrating the theme of the bond 
between art and citizenship. Some 250 organizations (associations, local institutions, schools, 
and so on) took part in the various projects. The challenge was to experiment on the scale of a 
city the values at the core of Cittadellarte, which Pistoletto set forth back in 1994 in his 
manifesto Project Art: ‘Art is the most sensitive and synthetic expression of thought: the time 
has come for the artist to assume his responsibility and create bonds between human activities, 
from economics to politics, from science to religion, from education to behavior, in a nutshell, all 
the territories of the social fabric.’ In the exhibition Cittadellarte. Sharing Transformation we 
focus on the large ‘Chantier’ (Construction Site) of Shared Knowledge, set up in a part of the city 
through a relational process initiated a year prior to the event and still existing today in the 
urbanistic, social, political and cultural life of the city. The project is dedicated to Gabi Farage, 
artist, architect, and fellow curator of Evento 2011. 
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Gudran 
 
Step by step, the image appears, word by word, the text completes, 2012 
 
Gudran Association for Art and Development is a gathering of visual artists, writers, 
photographers, filmmakers, dramatists and musicians. We are motivated by ‘the sense of artist’s 
social responsibility’ to abandon traditional exhibiting and performance spaces and instead 
practice our art in the street with all its variables and its contact with all categories of society. 
We aim to support positive social transformation through artistic processes that bring 
contemporary arts out of the stagnancy surrounding them and involve a broader spectrum of 
society. 
 
Love Difference 
 
M. Pistoletto: Love Difference Table, 2002-2012 
Love Difference, 2005 
Editorial Unit, 2012 
 
Love Difference is a nonprofit association founded in June 2002 by artist Michelangelo 
Pistoletto together with international institutions, cultural centres, researchers, curators and 
artists, created as an extension of the activities and vision of Cittadellarte Fondazione 
Pistoletto. Love Difference aims is to develop creative projects that stimulate dialogue among 
peoples of different cultural, political or religious backgrounds in the Mediterranean Basin, and 
to build a strong network among individuals who wish to confront solve social issues through art 
and creativity. Since 2004, Emanuela Baldi and Filippo Fabbrica have coordinated diverse Love 
Difference projects including: workshops on shared collective processes, ‘making together’ 
collaborations with artists, networking and expertise on group dynamics for the public and 
private sectors, artistic projects for intercultural dialogue, food events, conventions, meetings, 
seminars, concerts, performances and exhibitions. The Love Difference initiatives are innovative, 
transparent, sustainable and participatory. The association constantly works in several Italian 
cities; it has experience in European and Mediterranean projects, having operated in Belgium, 
Croatia, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Palestinian territories, Slovenia, 
Spain, Tunisia, Turkey, and beyond Europe and the Mediterranean in Colombia, South Korea and 
the United States of America. 
Love Difference won an Evens Prize for Intercultural Education in 2005-06 for its creative, 
interdisciplinary approach towards bringing responsible social transformation by building an 
international network to spread a new model of cultural integration through art and creativity. 
 
www.lovedifference.org 
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ParaArtFormations 
(ParaUmetnicke Formacije, PUF) 
 
Carrito Cultural – Dispositivo de Activación Cultural, July–September 2012, Medellín (CO)/Graz 
(AT), 2012 
ParaArtFormations emerge in spaces of urban conflict where traditional forms of planning are 
not achievable due to physical destruction, contaminated social environments, and/ or 
institutional weaknesses. Their strategic arsenal fluctuates from moderation platforms to 
temporary structures and artistic interventions. ParaArtFormations combine a broad range of 
location factors in order to develop a time-based toolbox suitable for uncertain condition in 
which conventional development models fail to fulfil emerging needs. ParaArtFormations offer 
conceptual planning approaches for local communities and empower them through a process of 
alternative education and new forms of participation. After completing their mission they 
disappear, leaving tools rather than solutions. ParaArtFormations recruit diverse professionals 
for particular tasks and operate through academic, cultural and activist networks. 
 
www.paraartformations.net 
 
Dan Peterman 
 
Finishing Room, 2012 
 
Dan Peterman is an artist combining innovative strategies of local engagement and activism, 
with national and international exhibitions. Among his diverse projects, Peterman explores 
networks of recycled, or discarded materials to produce starkly minimal works that function 
interchangeably as stockpiles, sculpture, functional objects, and critiques of environmental 
waste and neglect. Peterman is a founder, former board president and current board member of 
the Experimental Station, an innovative Chicago-based incubator of small-scale enterprise and 
cultural projects. Peterman is also an Associate Professor in the College of Architecture and the 
Arts at the University of Illinois at Chicago. His works have been exhibited at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL; Venice Biennal, Italy; Vanabbe museum Kunsthalle Basel, 
Switzerland; Smart Museum of Art, University of Chicago, IL; among other venues. 
 
Visible 
 
Visible – where art leaves its own field and becomes visible as part of something else, since 
2009 
 
Curated by Judith Wielander and Matteo Lucchetti 
 
Visible is a research project in contemporary art undertaken by Cittadellarte – Fondazione 
Pistoletto in collaboration with Fondazione Zegna. Visible examines the spatial relationships 
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within which players from different cultural backgrounds and different temperaments generate 
meaning and form alliances. The alliance between actors and spectators brings cultural and 
social relationships to life. Visible brings to light and strengthens artistic actions capable of 
experimenting and producing visions that can impact the social and cultural imagination of our 
contemporary world. 
 
www.visibleproject.org 
www.facebook.com/visibleproject 
 
Vitamin Creative Space 
 
The Garden of Forking Paths, 2012 
 
Vitamin Creative Space (since 2002) explores an alternative working model developed in a 
contemporary Chinese context, and is constantly inspired by the confrontation between the 
contemporary Chinese life and ancient Chinese philosophy. In order to operate independently 
from institutional funding, it is active both as an independent art space and as a ‘commercial’ 
gallery. Vitamin Creative Space actively challenges preconceptions by merging these two 
traditionally opposed strategies for supporting and presenting contemporary art, and searches 
for new Chinese contributions to both artistic practices and institutional processes within the 
new global context. 
 
www.vitamincreativspace.com 
 

 


