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The coins of the Salzburg  
archbishops

In 996, Emperor Otto III grants the 
Salzburg archbishops the right to mint 
coins. The latter make extensive use of 
this privilege right up to the end of their 
rule in 1803. They can rely upon large 
deposits of precious metals within their 
sovereign lands. In the mid-16th century, 
Salzburg mines account for around 10% 
of the world’s gold production. Silver is 
also abundant.
In the Middle Ages, production in 
Salzburg consists almost entirely of 
small silver coins, the pennies. From the 
12th to the 14th century, pennies from 
Salzburg’s Friesach Mint are important 
means of payment in the southeast of 
present-day Austria and in the northern 
Balkan region. During this time, Salz-
burg also gains its independence from 
Bavaria. It becomes an ecclesiastical 
principality ruled by archbishops.
In 1501, Archbishop Leonhard von 
Keutschach introduces a monetary 
system with multiple components. It 
comprises silver coins of varying size 
and two units of currency made of gold, 
the gold guilder (about 3.3 grams) and 
the ducat (about 3.5 grams). While the 
smaller gold coins serve as a means 
of payment, the large ducat multiples 
are bestowed as exclusive gifts by 
the archbishops. In 1767, for example, 
Archbishop Sigismund records the award 
of a twelve-ducat coin to klein Motzartl 
(little Mozart). Many Salzburg coins and 
medals of the Renaissance and Baroque 
periods feature lavish, artistic designs. 
Portraits, coats of arms and allegories 
tell of the princes under whom they 
were struck.

Introduction
In the exhibition The Gold of the Archbishops. 
Salzburg coins from Bankhaus Spängler 
and the Coin Cabinet of Universalmuseum 
Joanneum, exquisite gold coins from the 
Prince-Archbishopric of Salzburg, held in the 
Coin Cabinet of Universalmuseum Joanneum, 
engage in an intriguing alliance with their 
magnificent counterparts from the collection of 
Bankhaus Spängler. These delightful exhibits 
are fascinating memorials to all the sovereign 
rulers of Salzburg, from Archbishop Leonhard 
von Keutschach (1495–1519) to Archbishop 
Hieronymus Graf Colloredo (1772–1803). 

Leonhard von Keutschach (1495–1519), 
gold guilder, 1500
Ob.: LEONARD9 ARCHIEPI  SAL   , quartered, 
ecclesiastical and family coat of arms, 1500 
above
Rv.: 


 – SANCTVS – RVDBERD9 E


, saint, 

standing, family coat of arms below 
Bernhart – Roll 41, variant with two 
superimposed annulets (ob.) and E


 (Rv.);  

Zöttl 15
3.31 g, 23 mm
Bankhaus Spängler coin collection
Photos: Bankhaus Spängler / D.Sonnenwald



Leonhard von Keutschach (1495–1519), 
ducat, 1518
Ob.: LEONARD9 ARCHIEPI


SAL, ecclesiastical 

coat of arms in the trefoil, 1518 above
Rv.: SANCT9 RV – DBERD9 EPS, saint, standing, 
family coat of arms below
Bernhart - Roll 33; Zöttl 35
3.51 g, 22 mm
Inventory no. 1653, Universalmuseum 
Joanneum, Coin Cabinet
Photos: UMJ / N. Milatović

The Spänglers – a family of 
Salzburg burghers

The Spänglers are from South Tyrol, 
where they work as innkeepers and com-
mercial entrepreneurs in the 17th cen-
tury. Based in the Tauferer Valley, they 
organize transports of goods across 
the Birnlücke, a Tauern pass at 2,665 
metres above sea level. In particular, 
they take wine north to the Prince-Arch-
bishopric of Salzburg and bring salt on 
their way back south to Italy.
Franz Anton Spängler (1705–1784) 
builds up his family’s business relations 
with the archiepiscopal residence city of 
Salzburg. He establishes a large cloth 
and silk shop there and also maintains 
a warehouse in Graz. Franz Anton twice 
marries wealthy widows. None other 
than Leopold Mozart composes 12 
minuets for Franz Anton’s third wedding 
to the much younger Maria Theresia. 
Franz Anton is the first Spängler to own 
demonstrably rare coins. His son Franz 
Josef Christian (1758–1819) already 
keeps a systematic coin collection.
The following generations of the 
Spängle r family are actively committed 
burghers and citizens. They are success-
ful entrepreneurs, liberal revolutionaries 
and prudent politicians, promoters of 
the fine arts and avid art collectors. 
In 1855, Carl Spängler (1825–1902), a 
great-grandson of Franz Anton, marries 
into a bank founded in 1828 and which 
has since adopted the family name. 
Today, Bankhaus Spängler is in the hands 
of the seventh generation of the family 
since that time. Moreover, the bank has 
also been represented in Graz since 2017. 
With over 190 years of history, it is the 
oldest bank in Austria. Its collection of 
Salzburg gold coins is one of the most 
important and valued in the country.

The representatives of the shareholder families of Bankhaus Spängler, who today work on the 
supervisory board and in the banking business: Markus Wiesmüller, Maria Wiesmüller, Theresa von 
Wackerbarth-Spängler, Heinrich Spängler, Franz Welt and Carl Philipp Spängler
Photo: Bankhaus Spängler

Portrait of Franz Anton Spängler (1705–1784), 
1756, unknown artist
Photo: Bankhaus Spängler

Portrait of Maria Theresia Spängler  
(1730–1780), 1756, unknown artist 
Photo: Bankhaus Spängler



The origins of the Spängler 
collection

Franz Anton Spängler is the first in 
the family to display an interest in 
numismatics. He subscribes to one of 
the first coin collector magazines, the 
Auserlesene und nützliche Neuigkeiten 
für alle Münzliebhaber (Select and 
useful news for all coin enthusiasts). 
He likes to give away beautiful coins 
and medals on special occasions. For 
example, his wife Maria Katharina 
receives a fünf zechenfachen Salzburger 
Ducaten (fifteen-Salzburg-ducat coin) 
on New Year’s Day 1743, as Franz Anton 
carefully records in his ledger. Upon 
his death, he leaves behind a small 
but exquisite coin collection. Inventory 
documents of his estate note that the 
latter can be found in his wardrobe and 
in the Cassatruchen (an iron chest used 
for storing valuables).
Franz Anton’s son Franz Josef Christian 
Spängler (1758–1819) compiles a regis-
ter indicating an extensive “coin collec-

tion” around 1800. It lists 175 Salzburg 
coins and medals, followed by some 
1,600 entries detailing ancient Roman 
and modern coins from all over Europe 
in systematic order. Strangely enough, 
only some of the items belong to Franz 
Josef Christian himself. The rest are 
assigned to 17 other owners. We do not 
know why this is the case. Perhaps the 
coins were stored in Spängler’s Cassa-
truchen for a fee.
The following generations of the 
Spängler family constantly add to their 
coin collection and deposit it in the 
bank which they acquire in 1855. Under 
Carl Spängler (1893–1971), the focus 
is placed on Salzburg gold coins. Since 
then, his grandson and adopted son KR 
Heinrich Spängler has worked to expand 
and maintain the collection. Today it 
comprises 676 Salzburg gold coins and 
medals, 12 extremely rare Salzburg 
silver coins and 58 box medals to mark 
the emigration of Salzburg’s Protestants 
in the years 1731/32.

← 
Wrought-iron money chest in the Spängler 
bank, c. 1700. Its origin is not certain, but this 
might be Franz Anton Spängler’s Cassatruchen. 
Photo: Bankhaus Spängler

Franz Josef Christian Spängler (1758–1819), 
portrait by an unknown artist, c. 1790
Photo: Bankhaus Spängler

Index of the coin collection registry compiled 
by Franz Josef Christian Spängler, c. 1800
Photo: Bankhaus Spängler



Highlights of the Spängler 
collection

In the exhibition The Gold of the Arch-
bishops, the highlights of the Bankhaus 
Spängler collection are presented in 
an orderly arrangement surrounding 
the themes of portraits, coats of arms, 
Rupert and Virgil and allegories. In the 
following, we present a coin from each 
of these four fields and the sovereign 
ruler responsible for its minting. 

Portraits

Archbishop Leonhard von Keutschach 
is the first to have his portrait put on 
a Salzburg coin in 1513. His successor, 
Matthäus Lang, also appears on coins 
and medals as a proud Renaissance 
prince. In the Baroque era, we encounter 
representative depictions of rulers with 
opulent allonge wigs. On the small coins 
in circulation, however, portraits remain 
rare until the 18th century.

The educated and ambitious son of an 
Augsburg patrician, Matthäus Lang  
(c. 1468–1540), exerts great influence 
as secretary of Emperor Maximilian I. 
His remarkable career culminates in him 
becoming a cardinal and in his election 
as Archbishop of Salzburg in 1519. As 
the sovereign ruler, he is obliged to fight 
against Protestantism, freedom-loving 
citizens, insurgent miners and peasants. 
He reforms the administration and laws 
and establishes orderly relations with 
neighbouring lands. Matthäus remains 
unpopular with the population until his 
death.

Matthäus Lang von Wellenburg (1519–1540), 
eight-ducat coin 1522
Ob.: MATHEVS·CARD – A EP–  S·SALZB9 –  
AC·EP–  S·GVRCEN--   , inscription interrupted by 
three armorial plaques, half-length portrait to 
the left, in the field M·D· – ·X·X·I·I·
Rv.: MATHEVS·M·D·CARD·ARCHIEPS· 
SALZB·AP·SE·LEG, quartered, ecclesiastical and 
family coat of arms below cardinal’s hat
Bernhart - Roll 580; Zöttl 140
28.09 g, 38 mm
Bankhaus Spängler coin collection
Photos: Bankhaus Spängler / D.Sonnenwald

Coats of Arms

Coats of arms are the personal trade-
marks of Salzburg’s archbishops. They 
appear more frequently on Salzburg 
coins than do portraits, and always 
depict a combination of the respective 
family coat of arms and the Salzburg 
coat of arms. The tassels next to the 
armorial plaque indicate the ecclesiasti-
cal rank of the sovereign ruler. An arch-
bishop can have up to 20 tassels—and a 
cardinal up to 30, even.

Guidobald Graf von Thun und Hohen-
stein (1616–1668), who comes from 
a family of South Tyrolean nobles, is 
rarely in Salzburg because he represents 
Emperor Leopold I at the Perpetual Diet 
of Regensburg. Consequently, he exerts 
little influence on domestic politics. 
He loves celebrations, completes the 
new cathedral building and erects the 
ornate residence fountain. In addition, 
he secures the honorary title of Primas 
Germaniae for the Salzburg arch bishops 
which henceforth marks them as the 
most senior German princes of the 
Church.

Guidobald Graf von Thun und Hohenstein 
(1654–1668), ten-ducat coin, 1654, marking 
the completion of the cathedral facade
Ob.: ≈ ≈GVIDOBALDVS D G ARCHI EPS  
SALISBVRG SED AP LEG , six-part coat of arms 
with escutcheon below legate’s hat, above in 
field 16 – 54
Rv.: SS RVDBERTVS ET VIRGILIVS PATRONI
SALISBVRGENSES , facade of the cathedral 
church, borne by the two saints
Bernhart – Roll 2954; Zöttl 1743
34.88 g, 46 mm 
Bankhaus Spängler coin collection
Photos: Bankhaus Spängler / D.Sonnenwald



Rupert and Virgil

Rupert and Virgil are the two patron 
saints of the Province of Salzburg. 
Rupert is recognisable by his salt cask, 
Virgil by the model of the Salzburg 
Cathedral. Together with the coats of 
arms, Rupert is the most common motif 
to be found on Salzburg coins. His pres-
entation serves as a form of spiritual 
legitimation, a distinguishing feature 
and as a guarantor for the goodness of 
money. He is shown standing or sitting, 
sometimes together with Virgil.

Wolf Dietrich von Raitenau (1559–1617) 
from the Lake Constance region was 
elected archbishop at the age of 28. As 
an absolutist sovereign ruler, he starts 
transforming the city of Salzburg into 
a magnificent early baroque residence 
city, based on the model of Rome. He 
promotes the Counter-Reformation 
and modernizes the administration. His 
love for the beautiful Salome Alt, the 
daughter of a burgher, results in the 
birth of 15 children. A conflict with the 
Duke of Bavaria eventually forces him to 
abdicate. He is held prisoner at Hohen-
salzburg Fortress for the rest of his life. Wolf Dietrich von Raitenau (1587–1612), 

fourteen-ducat coin, 1590, “Tower mint”
Ob.: WOLF:TEODORIC:ARCHIEP:SALISBVR: 
SED:AP:LEG, between the two saints sitting 
and facing each other, an oval four-part coat of 
arms under a legate’s hat 
Rv.: IN DOMINO SPERANS NON 
INFIRMABOR:1590, four heads personifying the 
winds blow the wind against a tower buffeted 
by waves
Bernhart – Roll 1532; Zöttl 813
48.85 g, 44 mm 
Bankhaus Spängler coin collection
Photos: Bankhaus Spängler / D.Sonnenwald

Allegories

An allegory is a symbolic representation 
of a fact—or a purported fact. For exam-
ple, the tower we see depicted on some 
of his coins symbolizes Archbishop Wolf 
Dietrich’s steadfastness. In contrast, a 
horse guided by a divine hand stands for 
the principle which guided Archbishop 
Franz Anton’s government: “not (to be) 
too lax and not too strict”. Archbishop 
Sigismund III’s medal of science also 
features an owl as a symbol of wisdom.

Scion of a dynasty from Styria and 
Moravia, Sigismund III Graf von Schrat-
tenbach (1698–1771) is considered 
good-natured, pious and puritanical. He 
places more emphasis on the spiritual 
aspect of life rather than on worldly 
things. Outwardly, he orients his policies 
towards the House of Habsburg, but 
struggles to deal with economic prob-
lems closer to home. He has a tunnel, 
the Sigmundstor, cut through the 
Salzburg’s Mönchsberg (an astounding 
technical achievement), regulates public 
order with great precision and promotes 
both the arts and artists, such as the 
Mozart family. Sigismund III Graf von Schrattenbach 

(1753–1771), twenty-ducat coin, undated, 
celebrating the merits of science
Ob.: SIGISMUNDUS·D·G·A· & 
PR·SAL·S·A·L·NAT·GER·PRIMAS, half-length 
portrait to the right, F·M·K· below
Rv.: SCIENTIARUM INCREMENTO, cornucopia 
and owl on altar with shield and spear leaned 
against it
Bernhart – Roll 4164; Zöttl 2881
69.85 g, 46 mm 
Die cutter: Franz Matzenkopf I and / or Franz 
Matzenkopf II
Bankhaus Spängler coin collection
Photos: Bankhaus Spängler / D.Sonnenwald



Gold coins from the Archdiocese 
of Salzburg in the Coin Cabinet 
of Universalmuseum Joanneum

Seventy-four Salzburg gold coins are 
stored in the Coin Cabinet at Univer-
salmuseum Joanneum. Many of them 
entered the collection as far back as the 
19th century. Researchers drew on two 
archival sources to clarify their origin: 
the Wartinger coin catalogue and Zahn’s 
card catalogue.
Originally, the Wartinger coin catalogue 
was a loose bundle of sheets that were 
bound before 1860. Divided into several 
volumes, this handwritten compen-

dium dates back to Josef Wartinger 
(1773–1861), the man placed in charge 
of the Joanneum’s archive as well as 
its coin and antiquities cabinet from 
1817 to 1850. As part of the series, the 
volume Östreich / Salzburg / Schlesien 
(Austria / Salzburg / Silesia) lists entries 
for the Salzburg coins, which have been 
included in the coin collection ever since 
the museum was founded in the years 
between 1811 and 1859.

The following entry can be found under 
Wolfgangus Theodericus von Reitenau / 
1587–1612, +1617 of the Wartinger coin 
catalogue on page 778:

Entry in the Wartinger coin catalogue, volume Östreich / Salzburg / Schlesien (Austria / Salzburg / 
Silesia), page 778, on an eight-ducat coin of Wolf Dietrich von Raitenau from 1593 
Photo: UMJ / N. Milatovic

Wolf Dietrich von Raitenau (1587–1612), 
eight-ducat coin, 1593, inventory no. 1944, 
Universalmuseum Joanneum, Coin Cabinet, 
obverse and reverse
Photos: UMJ / N. Milatović

“SANCTVS.RVDBERTVS.EPS.SALISBV: 
The Saint sitting in ornate episcopal 
garb, holding a salt cask in his right 
hand and a crosier in his left, in front 
of him a shield reaching up from below 
to above his knees, in the upper part of 
which is the Salzburg emblem, in the 
quartered bottom part the family coat 
of arms with an escutcheon.

IMMOTA.RESISTIT. +M.D.XCIII.+ In the 
midst of waves a tower, upon which two 
heads of Aeolus surrounded by clouds 
blow trumpets on the right and two 
on the left; above, emerging from the 
clouds, rays of globules, possibly rain 
with stans.”

This description features the obsolete 
term “stans” which is no longer used for 
“hailstones”. It is supplemented with 
the remark that the coin in question is a 
gold thaler weighing 1½ lots, 30 grains. 

The remark clearly indicates that the 
information in Wartinger’s coin cata-
logue can only refer to the eight-ducat 
coin with inventory no. 1944 in the coin 
collection at Universalmuseum Joan-
neum.

Joseph von Zahn (1831–1916), who 
was placed in charge of the Joanneum 
archives as well as its Coin and Antiqui-
ties Cabinet in 1861, chose a new format 
for describing the coins: their location 
was recorded on index cards which 
also detailed their nominal value, the 
reproduction of the legend, a descrip-
tion of the image on the front and back, 
information on the metal used, on the 
weight, size and conservation of the 
item, as well as references to scientific 
literature and, whenever possible, the 
origin of the piece. 



Zahn’s card catalogue comprises 121 
slipcases with thousands of index 
cards and documents all the numis-
matic objects acquired by the Coin and 
Antiquities Cabinet of Universalmuseum 
Joanneum until roughly 1910. The index 
cards for the Salzburg coins are stored 
in two main and two secondary slip-
cases.
The index card depicted here describes 
a four-ducat coin of Paris Graf Lodron 
from 1628 and documents that the coin 
was donated to the Joanneum in 1891 
by Provincial Committee member Moritz 
Ritter von Schreiner (1824–1911).

Paris Graf Lodron (1619–1653), four-ducat coin, 1628, inventory no. 1992, Universalmuseum 
Joanneum, Coin Cabinet, obverse and reverse
Photo: UMJ / N. Milatović

The Treasure of Scheifling

On 9 September 1936, while renova-
tion work was being carried out on the 
former tavern of the castle in Scheifling, 
a market town in the district of Murau, 
workers came across a linen sack hidden 
behind a lintel. The sack contained more 
than 400 gold coins and golden rings, 
chains and belts. 118 of these coins 
found their way into the Joanneum’s coin 
collection; the jewellery items are now 
kept in the Cultural History Collection.
A characteristic feature of the Scheifling 
treasure is its internationality, but also 
the fact that the 24 coins struck by the 
Archdiocese of Salzburg appear dispro-
portionately represented in comparison 
with the products of other mints. The 
fact that the mints of the coins gathered 
in the Scheifling treasure hoard range 
from Poland to France, and from Italy 
and Spain to Portugal, is also probably 
because the owner, whose identity we 
can no longer ascertain with certainty, 

Index card taken from slipcase 51 “Salzburg 1601, f – 1700 – Silesia” of Zahn´s card catalogue with 
entries related to the four-ducat coin of Paris Graf Lodron from 1628, 
inventory no. 1992, Universalmuseum Joanneum, Coin Cabinet
Photo: UMJ / N. Milatović doubtlessly had extensive connections 

to international money markets.
Most of the items date back to the 16th 
century. The coins with the most recent 
minting date are two ducats from 1590. 
It can therefore be assumed that the 
treasure hoard was hidden soon after 
1590.
The Salzburg gold coins in the Scheifling 
treasure hoard can be ascribed to the 
following sovereign rulers responsible 
for their minting: While Leonhard von 
Keutschach (1495–1519) is represented 
with two coins and Matthäus Lang von 
Wellenburg (1519–1540) with three, 
Ernst Herzog of Bavaria (1540–1554) 
and Michael von Kuenburg (1554–1560) 
each contribute four. The majority of the 
Salzburg coins in the hoard—meaning 
eleven of them—were produced under 
the direction of Johann Jakob Khuen von 
Belasi (1560–1586).



Coins from the Scheifling treasure hoard, hidden after 1590
Photo: UMJ / N. Lackner

The standard works on Salzburg coinage 
in the modern age (M. Bernhart – 
K. Roll, Die Münzen und Medaillen des 
Erzstiftes Salzburg (The coins and 
medals of the Archdiocese of Salzburg), 
2 vols., Munich, undated; G. Probszt, 
Die Münzen Salzburgs (The coins of 
Salzburg), Publications de l’Associa-
tion Internationale des Numismates 
Professionnels 1 (Publications of the 
international association of professional 
numismatists I), Basel – Graz 1959; H. 
Zöttl, Salzburg – Münzen und Medaillen  
1500–1810 (Salzburg – coins and med-
als), 2 vols., Salzburg 2008–2009)  
cite gold guilders of Leonhard von 
Keutschach from the years 1500, 
1504, 1508, 1509, 1510 and 1513. The 
specimen from the Scheifling treasure 
hoard, identified by inventory no. 1655, 
confirms that gold guilders were struck 
by Leonhard von Keutschach in 1512. 
The obverse of the coin, an example 
of the annulet type after Zöttl, resem-
bles—apart from the year date—the 
gold guilder of 1510 with the inscription 

LEONARDVS ARCHIEPI SALZ (Bern-
hart – Roll 55), while the reverse with 
the inscription 


SANCTVS RV – DBC(sic!)

RDVS EPS


 is a variant of Bernhart 
– Roll 54, a gold guilder from 1510 
with the inscription 


SANCTVS


RV – 

DBERDVS EPS


. 

Leonhard von Keutschach (1495–1519), gold 
guilder, 1512, inv. no. 1655, Universalmuseum 
Joanneum, Coin Cabinet, obverse and reverse
Photo: UMJ / N. Milatović
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The coat of arms of the Spängler family on the grant of arms from 1677, Bankhaus Spängler archive 
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