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Exhibitions in 2015 
Universalmuseum Joanneum 
 
KUNSTHAUS GRAZ 
 
Landscape in Motion. Cinematic Visions of an Uncertain Tomorrow 
[Part of the thematic focus ‘Landscape’] 
Opening: 12.03.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 12.03.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 13.03.-26.10.2015 
In cooperation with the Camera Austria and Diagonale 2015 
 

The limitations of the earth’s surface have been made vividly clear to mankind 
ever since the first photographs taken from space. This realisation has led to a 
different understanding of our interaction with land and with the landscape. 
Today we live in the Anthropocene, that period of the earth’s existence in which 
mankind is the determining force. The resource of landscape was once considered 
infinite, but our view has now shifted to an awareness of its finite nature. 
Building on a development in landscape pictures from the late-1960s, the 
exhibition develops as a historical overview of landscape as usable land in 
photography and film. 

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/LandscapeinMotion 
 

1 Armin Linke, Whirlwind, Pantelleria Italy, 2007, photographic print on alu-dibond with wooden frame, 150x200cm, 3/5 + 2AP, © Armin Linke 

 
 
HyperAmerica. Landscape – Image – Reality  
[Part of the thematic focus ‘Landscape’] 
Opening: 09.04.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 09.04.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 10.04.-30.08.2015 
 

The exhibition HyperAmerica. Landscape – Image – Reality turns its focus on the 
notion of the American landscape in the second half of the 20th century, clearly 
illustrating the way in which in the painting of hyperrealism and in photography of 
the same period, a romantic American tradition in the depiction of land turns into a 
kind of glorification that is highly significant for history and for the development 
of a concept of landscape. Pictures by hyperrealist painters such as Ralph Goings, 
Richard Estes, John Salt, Richard McLean or Richard Hamilton are contrasted with 
photographic series by William Eggleston, Robert Adams, Lewis Baltz and Stephen 
Shore. 
 

Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/HyperAmerica 
 

2 Ralph Goings, Airstream, 1970, oil on canvas; 152 x 214 cm, Photo © museum moderner kunst stiftung ludwig wien, Leihgabe der Sammlung 
Ludwig, Aachen 
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Corporate  
Opening: 26.09.2015, 11 am 
Press conference: 25.09.2015 (as part of the steirischer herbst tour) 
Duration: 26.09.2015-10.01.2016 
In cooperation with the steirischen herbst 
 

Corporate is an exhibition about prejudices and judgements, about definitions of 
identity and cultural assets, about heritage and working things out under the 
conditions of a conformist, global, free market-orientated society. The Chinese 
artist Xu Zhen (*1977, Shanghai) is for sure one of the most critical and at the 
same time virtuosic artists of a generation of early adapters to the art market, 
and is well known for his cross-border works located between art discourse, 
politics and pop culture. In his sculptures, films, performances, pictures and 
commercial gadgets, he blends cultural props like a subtle DJ, and copies – 
following the tradition of his own culture – with the greatest precision in terms of 
handiwork. His recently created works thus occasionally generate political 
harmonies, which are understood as quasi-advertising messages and so make 
emotional impact all the more subversively. 

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Corporate 
 

3 Xu Zhen, Eternity – Poseidon, pigeons, 2014 (Detail), Produced by MadeIn Company, Photo: Courtesy of the artist 
 
 
The Paradise of the Downfall. Hartmut Skerbisch – Media Works 
Opening: 19.11.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 19.11.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 20.11.2015-07.02.2016 

 
The Graz artist Hartmut Skerbisch (1954–2009) is considered one of the most 
distinguished contemporary artists in Austria today, whose works always contain 
within them a political intention. At the centre of this retrospective in the 
Kunsthaus Graz are his media works above all.  
Starting from the central media installation Putting Allspace in a Notshall,  which 
is owned today by the Universalmuseum Joanneum, the exhibition in the 
Kunsthaus Graz traces the work of media artist Hartmut Skerbisch. A key role is 
played in this by the partial reconstruction of his legendary exhibition zepter und 
gleißender stein [sceptre and glistening stone] (Neue Galerie Graz, 1977). 
 

Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Skerbisch 
 

4 Hartmut Skerbisch, Manfred Wolff-Plottegg: Putting Allspace in a Notshall, 1969/2012, Installation view medien.kunst.sammeln,  
Kunsthaus Graz, 2012. Photo: Universalmuseum Joanneum, N. Lackner 
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MUSEUM IM PALAIS 
 
The River Mur. A Cultural History 
[Part of the thematic focus ‘Landscape’] 
Opening: 27.08.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 27.08.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 28.08.2015-17.07.2016 

 
The special exhibition of the Museum im Palais, which is part of the thematic 
focus ‘Landscape’ that will be taken up at several locations of the 
Universalmuseum Joanneum, places at centre stage the relationship between 
man and Styria’s largest river – the Mur. In eight chapters, this exhibition sheds 
light on a space that repeatedly re-grew out of perception and experience, action 
and reaction, cultural and social practices, as well as due to a large number of 
protagonists involved. 

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Mur  
 

5 Postcard, Graz. Mur Schloßberg, 1925, Universalmuseum Joanneum/Museum im Palais 

 
 
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 
 
Final Destination – the Sea? The Plastic Rubbish Project 
Opening: 16.04.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 16.04.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 17.04.-23.08.2015 

 
After stations in Ghent, Stralsund, Göteborg, Kolding, Värnamo, Tampere, 
Hamburg, Zürich und Vigo, is the international travelling exhibition’s final 
destination the sea? The Plastic Rubbish Project from the Museum für Gestaltung 
Zürich will also be on show in Graz in 2015. The project and tour are financed 
courtesy of the Drosos Stiftung. The station in Graz is made possible by 
sponsoring from the Holding Graz. The exhibition sheds a critical light on our 
consumerist, wasteful society. At the centre of the show are the large amounts of 
plastic trash landing daily in the sea, the consequences of this pollution for 
nature and for man, as well as various possible approaches to solving this global 
problem.  

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/FinalDestination  
 

6 Under the surface, Great Pacific Garbage Patch, Great Pacific Garbage Patch, 2009, Photo: © Lindsey Hoshaw 
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Shifting Landscape. From the Matterhorn into the Land of Volcanoes 
[Part of the thematic focus ‘Landscape’] 
Opening: 07.05.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 07.05.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 08.05.2015-17.01.2016 

 
Taking as its starting point the ‘Geological Pictorial Atlas of the Alps’ of the 
ideally matched duo Kurt Stüwe (geologist, Uni Graz) and Ruedi Homberger 
(photographer and pilot, Switzerland), the exhibition Shifting Landscape portrays 
the geological landscapes along the Alpine arc, thus tackling current questions of 
transformation and development in the volcano landscape of Southeast Styria. 
Taking the volcano landscape as an example, this exhibition raises questions, 
offers possible answers and spurs our visitors on to take a look – and reflect upon 
this.  

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/ShiftingLandscape 
 

7 The Austrian showcase mountain – the Großglockner – shows its composition of rocks of the ‘Schieferhülle’ [‘slate case’] by means of the 
variously coloured layered package made of  metamorphic slatestone. Photo: Ruedi Homberger (Arosa, Switzerland, photographer and pilot) and 
Kurt Stüwe (geologist, Uni Graz) 

 
 
The Spirits I Called. New Species among Us 
Opening: 05.11.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 05.11.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 06.11.2015-08.01.2017 

 
The spread of species foreign to the region (‘biological invasions’) has turned into 
a ‘hot topic’ in science and public debate in recent years. Palms are spreading out 
from gardens, neophytes are penetrating ever higher terrains, pathogens from 
southern countries pound on the doors of Central Europe. The connections to 
climate change are shown with some urgency. This exhibition discusses the 
reasons, consequences and problems arising from this shift.  

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Neobiota 
 

8 Larva of the Asian Ladybird, Photo: Universalmuseum Joanneum / W. Paill 
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NEUE GALERIE GRAZ 
 
Hubert Hoffmann. All Architecture Is Spatial Art 
Opening: 26.03.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 26.03.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 27.03.-07.06.2015 

 
The exhibition Hubert Hoffmann. All Archicture is Spatial Art conveys the various 
aspects of Hubert Hoffmann’s work as an architect and urban planner, as a fine 
artist, as a commercial artist as well as a teacher at the Technical University of 
Graz, starting from his formative years studying at the Bauhaus in Dessau. The 
exhibition is part of the EU-subsidised, international research project Bauhaus – 
Networking Ideas and Practice (BauNet), which is headed up by the Muzej 
Suvremene Umjetnosti / The Museum of Contemporary Art, Zagreb as leading 
partner.  
 

Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Hoffmann 
 

9 Hubert Hoffmann, Design for ‘Roley–Plex’ Prospectus, 1933, Sammlung Neue Galerie Graz, Universalmuseum Joanneum 

 
 
Landscape: Transformation of an Idea – Art from 1800 to the Present Day from the Collection of the 
Neue Galerie Graz  
[Part of the thematic focus ‘Landscape’] 
Opening: 18.06.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 18.06.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 19.06.-06.09.2015 

 
Landscape is a real, yet also highly emotional place and, moreover, always the 
subject of the most varied scientific investigations. Far-off journeys were 
undertaken in the 19th century to ‘conquer’ culturally the landscape, yet the 
occasional sentimental interpretation through painting was also one of the key 
patterns of appropriation. The aspect of scientific documentation took on 
additional significance through the media of photography, film and computer in 
the 20th century, leading to a new perception of reality: maps no longer 
represented the land, but rather constructed it. The exhibition traces this 
development with examples from the collection of the Neue Galerie Graz, drawing 
a multi-medial arc from 1800 to the present day, including works by Thomas 
Ender, Friedrich Gauermann, Michael Schuster and Herbert Brandl. 
 
 

Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Landscape 
 

10 Manfred Willmann, Das Land, 1982, from the series "Das Land", 1981-1993, colour photograph, 70 x 70 cm, Neue Galerie Graz, UMJ 
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Nature Is Within. The Painter Wolfgang Hollegha  
Opening: 01.10.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 01.10.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 02.10.2015-31.01.2016 

 
With this exhibition the Neue Galerie Graz recognises an artist who is among the 
most significant painters post-1945. Like almost no other artistic personality, he 
has helped shaped the development of painting in this country into the 
international context. In the exhibition Wolfgang Hollegha’s artistic journey is to 
be traced by means of central works, some of which have never been exhibited at 
all, some not in Graz. Hand in hand with this, the context will be created through 
a joint presentation of his fellow-artists at the time, Morris Louis and Sam 
Francis, enabling us to see clearly the true greatness of the painter Wolfgang 
Hollegha.  
 

Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Hollegha 
 

11 Wolfgang Hollegha, Holzstück III, 1966, Sammlung Neue Galerie Graz, Universalmuseum Joanneum 

 
 
BRUSEUM, NEUE GALERIE GRAZ 
 
The Marked Self. Between Annihilation and Masquerade  
Opening: 02.07.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 02.07.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 03.07.-04.10.2015 

 
What does it mean when artists such as Edmund Kalb, Günter Brus, Thomas 
Palme or TOMAK break up and distort the physiognomy of their faces, releasing 
the view of what is behind and underneath, depicting themselves in a deformed 
state and conceived in sinister mutations? Is the concern in these works only with 
the depiction of the individual or also with a representation of our time? The 
exhibition in the BRUSEUM investigates these questions, attempting to provide 
answers. Artists: Günter Brus, Tracey Emin, Edmund Kalb, Maria Lassnig, Thomas 
Palme, Mike Parr, TOMAK and others.  

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/MarkedSelf 
 

12 Günter Brus, Aktionsskizze, 1966, ballpoint pen on paper, 20 x 21 cm, BRUSEUM/Neue Galerie Graz, UMJ 
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Carl Fredrik Hill. ‘The Visionary Who Believed He Was Someone Else.’ 
Opening: 29.10.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 29.10.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 30.10.2015-14.02.2016 

 
With the exhibition of the Swedish artist Carl Fredrik Hill, the rooms of the 
BRUSEUM will be made available for the second time in their entirety – after 
André Thomkins (2014) – to a kindred spirit of Günter Brus. Hill’s works were well 
known in French avant-garde circles of the 1920s and 1930s, and have remained 
a rich source of inspiration for Swedish and international artists up to the present 
day. The exhibition comes into being in close collaboration with the Malmö 
Konstmuseum, which safeguards the artist’s estate.  

  
 

Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Hill 
 

13 Carl Fredrik Hill, Ohne Titel, undated, black chalk, 45 x 36,5 cm, Malmö Konstmuseum 

 
 
FOLK LIFE MUSEUM 
 
Styria in View. Perspectives on a Landscape. 
[Part of the thematic focus ‘Landscape’] 
Opening: 19.03.2015, 7 pm 
Press conference: 19.03.2015, 10.30 am 
Duration: 20.03.2015-06.01.2016 

 
How does expansionist economic activity in tourism and agriculture affect the 
appearance of the Styrian landscape? And are we already embarked on the 
journey from a society based on experience to one based on results, in which 
presence in a landscape that is documented in social media becomes more 
important than actually going there? The exhibition, part of the thematic focus on 
‘Landscape’ that is being taken up at several Universalmuseum Joanneum 
locations throughout 2015, will offer answers to this and other questions.  

 
 

Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/StyriaView 
 

14 Anna Keil, Schöne Ferien, 61 x 87 cm, Loaner: Wienbibliothek 
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SCHLOSS TRAUTENFELS 
 
Living room Styria. together. variety. life 
28.03.-28.04.2015 
 

The travelling youth exhibition Living room Styria – together. variety. life 
would like to make the immense variety of Styria, in the sense of the ‘Charter 
of Togetherness in Variety’, something that everyone can experience. Some 
280 youngsters from all over Styria developed this interactive travelling 
exhibition together with the ARGE Youth Against Violence and Racism, which 
reproduces the variety of all the people living here in the form of an 
apartment.  

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Livingroom  
 

15 Special exhibition, Living room Styria, Photo: ARGE Jugend 
 
 
INSTITUTE FOR ART IN PUBLIC SPACE STYRIA 
 
Light 
March to May 2015 
 

With one word of the media theorist Marshall McLuhan, electric light is seen as a 
primary medium. In the 20th century it became an object and material of art. 
Today the parameters of artistic process have shifted in the direction of media 
ecology, as have those of technical innovation. The usage of electric light 
outdoors has developed into a complex and controversial problem. As darkness 
diminishes, we talk of light pollution, of environmental pollution. Yet electric light 
remains an object of fascination, which this exhibition in the urban space of Graz 
does not escape from, and to which it is dedicated in association with an 
international symposium on issues covering art history, architecture, ecology, 
medicine and art.  
With works by Siegrun Appelt (AUT), Peter Kogler (AUT), Joseph Kosuth (USA) and 
Michael Schuster (AUT). 

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/Light 
 

16 Siegrun Appelt, Lichtszene Dreiland. Eine Szenographie entlang des Rheins, Basel 2013 © Appelt 
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Political Landscape  
[Part of the thematic focus ‘Landscape’] 
July 2015 
In cooperation with the Netzwerk Salzkammergut 
With the support of the Province of Styria and the European Union 
 

The Ausseer Land and its surroundings is a very special region in the distinctive 
Salzkammergut. Asides from its picturesque charms, the mountainous terrain 
conceals a collective political history, too, which has shaped both man and the 
region. In 2015 the 70th anniversary of Europe’s liberation from the Nazi 
totalitarianism will be celebrated. Only a few eye-witnesses from that time are 
still alive. The art project Politische Landschaft [Political Landscape] is an 
attempt at re-placing the theme of recollection and collective memory into the 
context of the Salzkammergut landscape and its political history, in several 
steps. One part of the works will take place in the valley, another part in the 
mountains, while a third is presented simultaneously in the Kunsthaus Graz. The 
works of artists will be accessible in the mountains from early summer 2015. It 
should be possible to carry them in a rucksack. The goal is to set in motion a 
broad regional discourse on the political history of the region, addressing 
questions of memory and the political aspects of the landscape from a modern, 
contemporary and artistic perspective.  

 
Further information at: www.museum-joanneum.at/press/PoliticalLandscape 
 

17 Poster, Politische Landschaft. Kunst, Widerstand, Salzkammergut 

 


